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2014 was a watershed year for 
the 99th Infantry Foundation 
and 2015 continues in that 
vein. Our mission is to collect, 
preserve and share the history 
of the 99th Infantry Battalion 
(Sep). In addition to our 
traditional role representing the 
Battalion at the 10th Mt. Ski-
in and at memorial services, 
helping veterans receive medals 
from the Norwegian and French 
governments, and making 
numerous presentations to 
audiences interested in learning 
the Battalion’s history, we broke 
ground on new projects.

An improved speakers 
bureau: all Foundation Board 
members are prepared to 
share the Battalion’s history to 
interested groups of people. For 
instance, I had the opportunity 
to address a combined meeting 
of the American Scandinavian 
Foundation of Santa Barbara 
and the Ivar Aasen Lodge of the 
Sons of Norway at the Goleta 
(CA) Public Library in May 
2014. We were able to display the 
10 posters of moments in 99th/
NORSO History and distribute 

You’ve seen me and others 
photographing at the 99th events, 
videotaping our veterans and their 
stories. But magnetic tape, which 
was state of the art in the year 2000, 
is no longer being used. 
Magnetic tapes can 
deteriorate over time, 
causing loss of sound 
and picture quality. Just 
as you can no longer 
buy film for your old 
camera, it is becoming 
impossible to buy VHS 
tapes, or Mini DV tapes. 
Now everything is digital, which 
does not deteriorate over time, and 
is easier to duplicate, archive and 
share.

In order to preserve and archive 
the videotapes, the Foundation’s 
board of directors authorized 
funding to transfer the Mini DV 
taped interviews to digital format, 
preserved for future generations.

 By contracting with the 
professionals at The Media Preserve, 
located in Cranberry Township, 
Pennsylvania, we are certain the 
job is being done right. Each 
tape is inspected and cleaned 
by professional engineers, then 
transferred to a digital format, 
which will not degrade over time. In 
the process, engineers can correct 
sound issues or problems from old 

cameras or tape decks that may have 
damaged the tape.

After digitization, the Foundation 
will have easier access to these 
interviews and events, and will be 

able to further 
the goals of the 
Foundation by 
making them 
available to 
researchers, 
authors, 
historians, 
filmmakers and 
family members. 

We would like to add interviews 
to an interactive display at the 
Vesterheim Museum, and post them 
to an expanded website, which is in 
the planning stage.

Some of the veterans that are part 
of this tape collection include (in no 
specific order):

Arne Thomassen, 2000
Herb Bjerke, 2000
Hadley Jenson, 2002
Per Mortensen, 2000
Leonard Fuereseth, 2000
Bob Snodgrass, 2005
Ed Edwardson, 2000
H. K. Hanson, 2000 and 2005
Lester Carlson, 2005
Ove Bjelland, 2000 and 2005
Julian Flaatan, 2000
Morten Tuftedal, 2000

From the President continues on page 2 Digital Video Library continues on page 24

Per Mortensen and Leonard Fuereseth  
during their 2000 video interview.



the new 99th brochures. The 
event was open to the public and 
brought many to see The Viking 
Battalion documentary and 
learn more about the modern 
Norse warriors of World War II. 
The lodge in turn is planning to 
take information and copies of 
the documentary to a regional 
sons of Norway meeting on our 
behalf. We have been involved 
in events at the Minnesota 
Military Museum, Historic Ft. 
Snelling, and a Sons of Norway 
Group attending Family Day at 
the National D-Day Memorial 
in Bedford, Virginia with our 
posters and brochures. 

DVDs of The Viking Battalion, 
a documentary which the 
Foundation supported, are 
distributed to libraries and 
sold on our website and at 
presentations and events.

The Foundation took the 
lead on republishing an English 
edition of Gerd Nyquist’s, 
The 99th Battalion, making it 
available to the general English-
speaking audience for the very 
first time. Many 99ers were 
interviewed for the book, and 
veterans say this was the best 
book on the Battalion at that 
time. Foundation members 
aided with translating and 
proofreading the new edition, 
and Vice President Erik Wiborg 
added historical photos he 
located and captioned. The 
Foundation then funded 
production and printing of the 
book, which is now available 
on Amazon and other online 
booksellers, and can be ordered 
at local bookstores. A special 
limited edition of the book is 

From the President continued

From the President continues on page 4

While the Foundation works 
hard to collect the history of the 
99th Infantry Battalion, we are often 
missing one essential part of the 
puzzle: You!

We want to stress how important 
it is for 99th veterans to share their 
individual experiences so they may 
become part of the unit’s 
history. Why? Your story 
(even if you don’t think it 
is exciting or important) 
combined with others’, 
forms a history of the 
Battalion from the soldiers’ 
point of view, something that is 
missing from the history books. That 
is why we want YOUR story. 

How do you do this?
There are many ways. If you are 

a writer, you can type your story on 
a typewriter, or better, a computer. 
Computers and computer help are 
usually available at public libraries. 
If you must, handwrite your 
experiences. You can also record 
your story on a tape recorder or 
video camera. A friend or relative 
can be helpful when making a 
recording. Many grandchildren are 
asked to interview a veteran as a 
school assignment. Let them record 
your story.

Local libraries, historical 
societies, universities and veterans 
organizations have oral history 
programs to collect veterans’ 
histories. They will interview you, 
make a video recording, and give 
you a copy of it for your family. The 
Library of Congress has a Veterans 
History Project, which wants your 
recording for a permanent collection. 
Ask your kids or grandchildren 
to get information on the LOC 
program at www.loc.gov/vets.

The National WWII Museum 
in New Orleans also collects 
written and videotaped veterans’ 
histories. Visit their website 
for their guidelines: www.
nationalww2museum.org/see-hear/
collections/submit-a-personal-
account.html 

If you have trouble finding an 
oral history project, contact the 99th 
Foundation for help. We want every 
99er to be interviewed. When you 
are, be sure to send a copy of your 
story to the Foundation!

How do you get started telling 
your experiences that might stretch 
back 90 years or more? Start with 
something fun. Tell your grandkids 
about your first school, first car or 
first time you got in trouble (They’ll 
love that!). What was your favorite 
dessert, where did you go fishing, 
where were you when you heard 
about Pearl Harbor? Some veterans, 
understandably, do not want to talk 
about combat or bring up painful 
subjects. If you don’t want to, you 
don’t have to! But you can talk about 
training at Camp Hale, Army food, 
sailing overseas and to Norway and 
the people you met there, things you 
think it’s important for your family 
or the Foundation to know.

We can help preserve your history, 
but only YOU were there. Help us 
accurately tell your story and the 
Battalion’s history. You are the only 
ones who can do it.

99th Veterans, Tell Your Story 
That’s an Order!

The Library of Congress has a Veterans 
History Project, which wants your 
recording for a permanent collection. 
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On Sunday, November 9, 2014, 
I made the drive north of San 
Francisco to beautiful Lake County, 
driving past the Sonoma County 
vineyards, experiencing the trees 
and grapes as they changed to their 
fall colors. I was on my way to the 
Sons of Norway, Vikings of the 
Lake #6-166 Chapter, Kelseyville, 
California, to make a presentation 
on the 99th in honor of 
Labor Day. I had met the 
event’s organizer, Mary Beth 
Ingvolstadt, at the 2013 
Norway Day celebration in 
San Francisco.

After a lunch of 
traditional Norwegian 
dishes, I made my 
presentation on the 99th, 
speaking as I showed 
historical photos of the unit 
in action. Throughout the 
event, I had a table set up 
with 99th information and 
artifacts and with DVDs 
for sale. The audience 
very much appreciated 
my presentation, saying 
how interesting it was 
and how much they had 

learned. Mary Beth asked me about 
speaking at their regional meeting 
in 2015. I was glad to be a part of 
the Foundation’s mission, helping 
to spread the word about the 99th 
Infantry Battalion.

Educating the public is an 
important part of our mission. The 
99th Board members welcome 

Labor Day Presentation to the Vikings of the Lake
by Bill Hoffland

the opportunity to speak with 
your group about the history of 
the Battalion. If you would like 
us to make a presentation on the 
99th to your social, church or 
veterans group, please email us 
from the home page of our website, 
www.99battalion.org.

Foundation Educational Outreach

We Love Paperwork and Your “Junk!”
The 99th Foundation is actively 

seeking your photos, documents and 
correspondence during your Army 
years. These items will be scanned 
and preserved in the Foundation 
archives. Your photos, documents, 
maps, letters, souvenirs are all 
important. 

Please mail them to: 99th Infantry 
Battalion Foundation, PO Box 

14521, Grand Forks, ND 58208-4521
Have the post office add “tracking” 

to your envelope or package. Your 
photos and paperwork will be 
scanned and returned to you, along 
with a DVD copy of the scans for 
you and your family.

We also welcome donations of 
your old uniforms, medals and 
Army gear. So often, a veteran will 

pass away and his family will not 
know what to do with these items. 
Many times, they are donated or 
simply disposed of. We will welcome 
these items into the Foundation’s 
collection, and their donation may 
be tax deductible. 

“One man’s junk is another man’s 
treasure.” It’s true!

3



The 2014 Camp 
Ripley’s annual Court 
of Honor Induction 
Program included 
a special “99th 
Infantry Battalion 
Memorialization 
Ceremony” on Sunday, 
October 5, 2014, and 
attended by 99th 
Infantry Battalion 
veterans, descendants 
and friends.

Morning coffee and 
refreshments were followed by a 
rededication of Lohmann Hall, and a 
Worship Service at the Camp Ripley 
Chapel. The actual Court of Honor 
Induction Ceremony took place at 
1:00 p.m. at the Hangar Conference 
Center. The 99th Infantry Battalion 
Monument and Court of Honor 
Plaque Unveiling followed at the 
Minnesota Military Museum.

After the individual recipients 
were recognized and their awards 
presented, Colonel Eric Kerska, 
Chief of Staff, 34th Infantry 
Division, Minnesota National Guard 
“Red Bulls” and grandson of 99th 
Infantry Battalion veteran Norman 
Olson, paid tribute to the Battalion. 
Col. Kerska then introduced a short 
video summarizing the Battalion’s 
history and accomplishments.

Following this indoor program, 
attendees were invited outdoors to 
the Court of Honor monuments 
and the new monument honoring 
the 99th Infantry Battalion, which 
first formed at Camp Ripley in 1942. 
Brisk Minnesota weather greeted 
attendees gathered at the Court of 
Honor Memorial for the unveiling 
of the 99th Battalion Monument 

available exclusively from the 
Foundation, as described in this 
newsletter.

An enthusiastic group of 
99th descendants and friends 
led by Foundation Secretary 
Bruce Bjorgum participated in 
the Battalion’s memorialization 
ceremony at Camp Ripley. We 
were honored guests for the 
inductions into the Minnesota 
Legion of Honor and the 
unveiling of the Battalion’s new 
monument adjacent to the 
Minnesota Military Museum. 
Dozens of 99th Family members 
traveled to Minnesota in 
October to attend a full day of 
ceremonies and fellowship.

 We are very grateful for the 
opportunity to serve the veterans 
and families of the 99th with two 
new projects for 2015, the most 
ambitious the Foundation has 
undertaken.

Oral History Preservation
The Foundation continues to 

collect documents, photos and 
films of the Battalion during 
WWII, and the veterans and 
their personal stories. The 
material we have gathered will 
now be carefully preserved and 
be available many years into 
the future to researchers and 
historians. Bill Hoffland will tell 
you about the new Oral History 
Program we have funded. 

Primary Source Retrieval
We now have a collection of 

all the known newspapers of 
the Battalion during the war 
and we are now collecting the 
unit’s Morning Reports from the 
National Archives. 

From the President continues on page 6

From the President continued 99th Infantry Battalion 
Memorialization at Camp Ripley
by Bruce Bjorgum

and the of names of the 
new inductees. 

Four members 
of the 99th Infantry 
Battalion Educational 
Foundation Board 
of Directors were 
present: Erik Brun, 
Harlan Hanson, 
Paula Lindholm 
and Bruce Bjorgum. 
Harlan Hanson once 
again brought along 
a carload of 99th 

Battalion memorabilia including 
numerous historical photos and his 
father’s uniform for display. Harlan 
also assisted with the unveiling of 
the new 99th Infantry Battalion 
Monument. Erik Brun brought 
and displayed the series of ten 
99th Battalion posters that present 
an outline of 99th Battalion and 
NORSO history. In addition, Erik 
had recently created a “1st Army 
Operations Poster” that detailed 
the connection of the 99th Infantry 
Battalion to various Army groups, 
and presented it to Colonel Eric 
Kerska. The Foundation hosted a 
screening of The Viking Battalion 
documentary film at the Camp 
Ripley Training and Community 
Center on Saturday evening.

Paula Lindholm arranged for a 
hotel suite where 99th Foundation 
Board members, descendants and 
friends could meet informally, and 
she also led the effort to locate all 
living 99th Veterans and published 
this list in a handout for attendees. I 
contributed by serving as a contact 
person with the Camp Ripley staff 
prior to the event, brought along 
and sold 99th Infantry Battalion 

New 99th Battalion Monument 
photo by Irene Starck
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documentary DVDs, presented a 
copy of the new 99th Battalion book 
and a 99th Battalion documentary 
DVD to special guest, Col. Bjørnar 
Lunde, Norwegian Assistant Defense 
Attaché and Military Attaché, and 
was privileged to offer a statement 
of recognition and appreciation 
following the unveiling of the 99th 

99th display in the Minnesota Military 
Museum again.”

Col. Eric D. Kerska, “I really 
enjoyed meeting the family members.  
In the past, I focused on the veterans 
exclusively. Now that they are 
mostly gone, I was impressed with 
the devotion we all share to these 
wonderful men. I was proud to be a 
part of it.”

Bruce Jacobsen, son of 99er Bjarne 
Jacobsen, “I enjoyed the event very 
much, and more so because my wife 
LeeAnn enjoyed it too. I got a picture 
with Santa (Richard Mau), so I can 
show and tell my young nieces their 
grandfather was in the Army with 
Santa’s uncle. All the ceremonies were 
great and I certainly do respect those 
who organized it for all their excellent 
work. I really enjoyed the museum 
and both my Minnesota-native wife 
Lee and I intend to return to spend 
more time there. It is worth a day’s 
time to look through properly. I can’t 
believe I didn’t take any pictures of 
the stonework walls at Camp Ripley. 
They look new, but were built during 
the ’30s. My wife’s mother has a special 
interest in Sherman tanks and so we 
took a picture just for her. This was a 
limited production “Jumbo” model 
that weighed in at an extra 10 tons. We 
traveled a little farther north to the 
headwaters of the Mississippi. My wife 
last visited there as a little girl with her 
parents.”

Roger Lindelof, son of 99er Bernard 
Lindelof, “Both son John and I 
enjoyed viewing the movie once more 
and getting together with our 99er 
friends. Even being in that cold wind 
during the unveiling of the monument 
was enjoyable, although it took us 
about 20 miles on the way home to 
warm up. We look forward to seeing 
everyone again.”

Richard Mau, nephew of Thomas 
Skattum, “I enjoyed getting to meet 

Attendees’ Comments
Carolann Carlson, “I was so glad 

to be able to represent my darling 
husband Lester W. Carlson at the 
Camp Ripley monument dedication in 
October. Lester was so proud to have 
been an officer of the 99th and I was 

so proud of him. I’m sure Lester would 
have loved to be there. It’s a shame that 
this monument comes after so many 
of the ‘99ers’ have passed away. It was 
a very nice presentation on October 
5th and was a good chance to see the 

Camp Ripley continues on page 24

 99th Battalion Veteran represented at the Memorialization Ceremony by

 Roland Aslesen Jane, Keith, Heidi & Molly Johnson, Drew Krull, 
Kirsten McDermott, Ruth Asleson, Lois Paulson, 
Tanner, Alisha & Mary Nelson, Bobby Stroup, 
Randi, Stephen & Erika Nunnink, Stephanie, 
Dusty, Kayli & Drew Dorn

 Robert Bjorgum Bruce Bjorgum

 Christian Brun Erik Brun, Harry & Benjamin Brodmarkle, 
Channing Peyton

 Lester Carlson CarolAnn Carlson*

 Kristian Dyngeland Kari Dyngeland, Liv Musel-Staloch;  
Maren & Cale Sullivan, Greta Lavoie

 Harold Hanson Harlan Hanson

 William E. Hegna Lela & Glen Anhorn

 Joseph Hoffland Mayvis & Verlin Bruzek

 Bjarne Jacobsen Bruce & LeeAnn Jacobsen

 Bernard Lindelof Roger & John Lindelof

 Allan Lindholm Paula Lindholm

 Chester Moen Betty Moen*, Russ Elzy

 Norman Olson Col. Eric Kerska, Tina Kerska & family members

 Daniel Rystad Nancy & Ray Lacina

 Tom Skattum Richard Mau

 Odd Starck Lydia Starck*, Irene Starck & grandson Peter

 Curtis Tasa Barb Tasa*, Jim & Bob Tasa, Becky Williamette

 Owen Voxland Jane Voxland & Bonnie Schuster
  *widow

Infantry Battalion monument.
Sixty-five widows and 

descendants represented eighteen 
99th Infantry Battalion Veterans. 
Thank you, everyone, for attending! 
We extend a very special thank you 
to the family of 99er Roland Aslesen. 
Nineteen descendants represented 
Roland!
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Each of these projects 
is costing the Foundation 
over $3,000. Your generous 
contributions and our modest 
sales of the book and DVD are 
what makes this possible. 

In addition, Harlan has 
been working hard to collect 
wonderful photos of the 99th’s 
artist, Claus Hoie, and recently 
posted a series of these works in 
our Facebook Group. 

The Norwegian American 
Historical Archives at St. Olav 
Collage shared their copies of 
the missing Viking Newspapers 
for our collection. We now cover 
Camp Ripley, Fort Snelling, 
Camp Hale, the unit’s time 
with the 474th all the way to a 
newspaper printed on the ship 
home. 

Paula has taken on the 
winter project of scanning and 
documenting several collections 
of photographs for our archives. 
We enjoyed her “Back then 
Thursday” posting in the 
Facebook Group, and they will 
be a regular feature of our new 
website. These are great ways 
to share and help document 
the pictures in our growing 
collection. In many cases each 
of the GIs’ pictures holds many 
clues about his buddies and their 
war. 

We want to make all of these 
digital records available to the 
next generation on our future 
website. But that too will need 
your support to make it a reality.

Jarvis continues to represent 
us in Washington, D.C. at 
important events and to show 
the flag at the Embassies, most 

From the President continues on page 8

From the President continued

Good afternoon ladies and 
gentleman. It is an honor to stand 
before you this morning. I would 
not be in the position I am today if 
it were not for my grandfather – a 
99er.

My grandfather was my father 
figure growing up. No other man 
has had more of an impact on my 
life than he has. As a young boy, he 
would sometimes make comments 
about his service in World War II, 
but more specifically, his comments 
reflected his deep devotion and 
pride in the 99th Infantry Battalion 
and having been the 3rd Platoon 
sergeant in company C. 

When it came time for me to join 
the military, it had to be the Army, 
and it had to be the infantry. When 
stationed in Germany my family and 
I were able to visit the battlefields of 
the 99th and stand where they stood. 
I visited the cemeteries in Belgium 
and the Netherlands where I was 
able to find 16 graves of 99ers who 
never came home. The 99th’s most 
significant battles were the Canal 
Drive, street fighting in Aachen, and 
the Defense of Malmedy, Belgium. 

I have leaned firsthand that the 
99th is still remembered in Belgium 
and in Norway. I was fortunate to 
attend some reunions where I was 
able to meet many of these great 
men. All were respectful and proud 
– and to a young man – larger 
than life. On one occasion, I met 
the former executive officer of my 
grandpa’s C Company. I was never 
so proud when he told me, “your 
grandfather was a good soldier.” 

That comment has stuck with me 

and has helped guide what I tried to 
be over that last 31 years.                    

It is an honor to see the 
memorialization board pay tribute 
to the 99th Infantry Battalion 
(Separate) and recognize their 
sacrifices for and contributions to 
our current military. 

On the 16th June, 1942, the 
American War Department issued 
an order to the commanding 
general, ground forces, starting with:

“It is desired that you take the 
necessary steps to organize at the 
earliest practicable date a battalion 
of Norwegian nationals to serve as 
part of the US Army.”

“This unit will be organized as an 
infantry battalion.” 

All men who were transferred, 
or volunteered, to the 99th 
Battalion, had to know how to speak 
Norwegian – and many originated 
from the “Norwegian” areas in 
Minnesota to join the merchant 
sailors and lumberjacks from 
Norway, but as many as 950 men 
of Norwegian heritage started their 
basic military education at Camp 
Ripley, Minnesota. Almost 100 of 
these mountain-hardened men were 
chosen by the Ofice of Strategic 
Services to become their first 
operations group or special forces 
team to jump behind the enemy 
lines in France and Norway. 

The 99th Battalion was trained for 
mountain and winter warfare. Their 
insignia was a shield with a Viking 
ship, in the Norwegian national 
colors red, white and blue. 

Truly a magnificent group of soldiers.

A Colonel’s Appreciation of the 
99th Infantry Battalion (SEP)
The address made by COL Eric Kerska, 34th Infantry Division Chief of 
Staff, at the Court of Honor Induction Ceremony and Memorialization 
Program at Camp Ripley, Minnesota, 5 October 2014. 
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answer specific questions, 
such as, who was the soldier 
who drowned in the River 
Mains or who transferred in 
after the Battle of the Bulge.

What the collection gives 
us is a way to track the 
comings and goings of our 
fathers and grandfathers 
as they joined the unit, 
were promoted, wounded 
or perhaps died in the line 
of duty. As you can see, 
with patient research, a 
tremendous amount of 
information will be available 
to us about the Battalion and 
its men.

Luckily, for us, these 
reports are available for 
researchers at the National 
Archives in St. Louis, MO. 
But many researchers, 
authors and family members 
may not have the time or 
the money to travel to the 
archives and search for the 
reports themselves. Our goal 
is to digitize the reports and 
make them available to all. 

With that goal in mind, 
the Foundation contracted 
with a St. Louis, Mo. archivist 

to locate and duplicate all Morning 
Reports available, a day-to-day 
history of the Battalion. These 
reports give us the perspective of 
the ever-important company clerk, 
and will also help us assist historians 
and researchers as they go forward 
to document the history of our 
Battalion and the 474th Infantry 
Regiment. This is a substantial 
project with a substantial cost, but 
we feel collecting these reports are 
an important part of our mission.

“Corporal Hanson, is that 
darn report ready yet?” comes 
from the ‘Old Man’ who wants 
to make sure his report is not on 
the S-1’s list of things to tell the 
Battalion Commander today.

Imagine a makeshift company 
command post along the 
Belgian/Luxembourg border. 
The K-ration coffee is swilling 
over a Sterno heater and the 
typewriter is still missing from 
a hasty displacement three 
moves back. The Battalion has 
been giving the 2nd Armored 
Division a run for its money in 
the advance from Normandy. 
The harried First Sergeant and 
the Company Clerk go over the 
unit’s Battle Roster of personnel 
to make sure they have captured 
the changes of the previous day. 

Moring Report: a half sheet 
of paper, scratched out in 
pencil, pen or typewriter (if 
you can ever find it again in 
the Deuce and a Half). Reports 
were submitted the next day, if 
possible, for the day ending at 
midnight.

Here is a sample of B 
Company’s report covering 
16 September 1944. From this 
report we learn that the company is 
in EYSDEN, the grid location and 
map sheet tell us exactly where.

From it we learn that Private First 
Class Edward Robbins sprained 
his ankle in combat, his duty status 
changing from Duty (Dty) to Sick 
(Sk), and he has been evacuated of 
the 48th Medical Battalion of the 
2nd Armored Division. It seems 
that Private Henry Deschington 
rode with him and that Technical 
Seargent Hammerstrom had 
returned to Duty from the hospital. 

The events of that day are 

Archiving 99th Battalion Morning Reports
by Erik Brun, Foundation President

laconically described as “street 
fighting” and contact with enemy 
snipers. “SSN 746” tells us Pfc 
Robbins’ skill specialty in the unit. 
He was an Automatic Rifleman, 
carrying the Browning Automatic 
Rifle or BAR. This is listed in case 
the soldier needs to be replaced. All 
of these changes and many other bits 
of minutia were recorded carefully 
and succinctly on a simple half 
sheet form and submitted daily to 
their higher headquarters. We hope 
that with these reports we can help 7
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recently, Memorial Day events in 
D.C. 

Now that he has moved to 
New England, Vice President 
Erik Wiborg will be visiting a 
new group of our veterans.

The Board takes the 
responsibility of telling the story 
of the young men of the 99th and 
NORSO very seriously. We look 
forward to a new year that will 
hold many more opportunities 
to honor, share and learn about 
these men and their families. 

Lastly, I want to thank our 
Board member Tom Graves, who 
not only has been a tremendous 
help as our Treasurer, but the 
editor of the newsletter. He 
is an award winning author 
and historian of the Japanese 
American 100th Battalion, the 
442nd Regimental Combat Team 
and related Nisei units. We are 
going to miss his experience and 
mentorship. He saw us through 
the formative years of the 
Foundation. 

Tom, you leave a much 
stronger and purpose driven 
organization than you found. It 
will be hard to fill your shoes. 
Thank you very much for your 
efforts, time, patience and 
counsel. We are very happy that 
you wish to continue to help us 
“Get the word out” about the 
men of the Viking Battalion.

– Erik Brun

From the President continued Happy Birthday John!
99er John Pettersen turned 100 years old on April 20th,
wrote his son-in-law Nils A. Ulvedal. 

John is very active in promoting 
the honour of the 99th Battalion to 
both the media and organizations 
that frequently contact him. He is 
also active with the 99th museum 
at the Western Norway Emigration 
Museum at Sletta. Every year, 
on the 4th of July, he makes sure 
that there is an orator at the 
memory stone of the 99th Infantry 
Battalion (Separate). He buys a 
beautiful wreath that is presented 
and laid down in honorable 
circumstances. He has already made 
all arrangements for this year’s 
celebration.

Now he is planning his own one-
hundred-years party, which will 
be held at Smith’s Meetinghouse 
at Manger, Radoy, on Sunday 19th 

of April, not far from where he 
lives. He will fly the 99th banner, 
together with the flags of the USA 
and Norway. He has invited his 
closest family and some friends 
for a dinner party, about 50 people 
in all. Later in the evening, there 
will be an open and official part of 
the celebration with the Mayor of 
Radoy greeting him and presenting 
a letter from HMK Harald V. Also 
a representative from the military 
defense unit in Bergen, Admiral 
Eikanger, will attend. We expect a 
fine evening with many guests.

As John does not have a computer 
of his own, you can gladly contact 
him through me on this email 
address: nilsulvedal@gmail.com.

Erik F. Brun PrEsidEnt

Erik Wiborg VicE PrEsidEnt

Bruce Bjorgum sEcrEtary

Paula Lindholm trEasurEr

Jarvis taylor d co

Harlan Hanson 
Bill Hoffland

suPPort tEam

tom Graves nEWsLEttEr Editor

Erick Wand GraPHic dEsiGn

Board of directors

From the 
99th Family

“My children, grandchildren and 
I watched the [Viking Battalion] 
documentary last night. I was moved 
to tears realizing all my father went 
through. I truly appreciate all the 
work that is being done to allow 
families to better understand the 
details of the 99th that until now we 
knew very little about.” Best, Karin 
Bryan.

Judy Steffens wrote of her father, 
99er Lloyd Jelleberg, at age 93, “I 
respect my father more than any 
person,” she said.

Afton Treat, of Arkansas, 
remembers the 99th as, “The greatest 
bunch of people I’ve ever served 
with. The Lord has been wonderful 
to me.”

99er Alf Berg and his wife, Mary, 
celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary in August.
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Ceremonies, Awards & Honors

Recent Awards
99ers receiving medals  

since the last newsletter:

Alf Berg
Handley Jenson
Darrell Neville

Kai Ostbye
Finn Pedersen
Rolf Simonsen

Simpson Reliford
Afton Treat

Both France and Norway are 
making the effort to honor those 
who served on their home soil 
during the fight against Nazi 
Germany. 99ers are familiar with 
Norway’s World War II Participation 
Medal, the Deltakermedaljen, which 
was first awarded to Battalion 
veterans in Washington, D.C in 
2011.

While Norway is honoring the 
99th Battalion veterans, France 
has undertaken an effort to honor 
every G.I. who set foot in France 
during WWII with the Legion of 
Honor Medal, the Ordre national de 
la Légion d’honneur. The Legion of 
Honor, was established by Napoleon 
Bonaparte on 19 May 1802. The 
Order is the country’s highest 
decoration. Recipients become 
Knights of the French Republic. Due 
to the large number of applications, 
the medals may not be awarded for 
months, or even years.

On different sides of the country, 
99ers Alf Berg and the late Hadley 
Jenson, both (HQ Co) received the 
French Legion of Honor. (See Hadley 
Jenson’s obituary in this issue.)

Longtime New Jersey resident, 
Alf M. Berg, received his French 
Legion of Honor medal on V-E 
Day, May 8, 2014, at a ceremony at 
the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point. Berg joined a number of 
WWII veterans who were presented 
their medals by the French Consul 
General of New York, Bertrand 
Lortholary. “A very nice fellow,” 
Berg said. “V-E Day is an important 
holiday for the French. There were 
many French people there and 

French reporters, who spoke with 
me for quite a while.”

A band of West Point cadets 
played at the ceremony, and many 
tears were shed at the playing of 
the Star Spangled Banner and La 
Marseillaise. The large room was 
filled with family members and 
supporters of the medal recipients. 
Berg was joined by his wife of 
(almost) 60 years, Mary, two sons 
and a daughter-in-law. He applied 
for the French medal with an 
application he received from the 
99th Battalion Foundation.

He was also honored in 
Eatontown, New Jersey, when the 
mayor declared May 16, Alf Berg 
Day. He and his family settled in 
Eatontown after an Army posting 
to Germany. Berg retired from 
the military as a Major after 22 
years of service. In the 99th, he 
served in C Co and later joined HQ 
Company as battalion bugler and 
radioman. After the war, he worked 
in Army communications. His last 
assignment was in the Signal Corps 
at Fort Monmouth, New Jersey.

Berg was surprised by a 
Christmas present from grandson, 
Alf Berg, III, a framed arrangement 
the many medals from his Army 
service, including the Norwegian 
WWII Defense Medal he received 
in Washington, D.C. in 2011. The 
frame now hangs in his office at 
home.

Hadley Jenson’s Legion of 
Honor was accepted by his daughters 
Joy Johnson and Kathie Varney (who 
was previously in charge of the 99th 
Newsletter design and production) 

at a ceremony in San Francisco on 
February 3, 2015. Jensen’s medal was 
one of several awarded that day to 
former G.I.s and airmen who served 
in France during WWII. 

French Consul General Pauline 
Carmona represented the President 
of the French Republic in presenting 
the medals in front of a room filled 
with the veterans’ family members. 
Brave men with jackets bearing 
Purple Hearts and Bronze and Silver 
Stars, along with family members, 
teared up at the emotional event. A 
widow accepted the medal for her 
husband, a former infantryman who 
passed away before the medal could 
be awarded.

Consul General Carmona had just 
returned from Hawaii, where she 
had presented medals to over 50 U.S. 
veterans. She said the veterans were 
responsible for a free France today, 
and her country and her generation 
owed them thanks and a debt that 
would never be forgotten. 

99th Veterans Bring Home the Gold
Foreign nations continue to honor Veterans of the 99th Infantry Battalion  

for their service liberating their countries during World War II. 

99th Veterans Bring Home the Gold, continues
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talk with his grandchildren, who 
often asked questions as part of 
school assignments. 

Neville himself says his time 
in the Army with the 99th was an 
important experience for him, but 
not one he would like to repeat, 
much preferring the peaceful 
farming he did before and after the 
military. He made great friends in 
the 99th, and still mourns those who 
did not make it back. His faith and 
his family helped him get through, 
he said. 

99er Kai Ostbye (HQ Co) was 
presented the Norway World War 
II Defense Medal, July 13, 2014, by 
Hilde Janne Skorpen, Norwegian 
Consul in San Francisco.

At the ceremony, which took place 
at the Consul General’s residence, 
the 99th family was also represented 
by Joy’s husband, Brian Johnson, and 
Joy’s daughter, Lindsay Leichliter, 
and by the Foundation’s former 
treasurer, Tom Graves, and his wife 
Becky. 

Jenson’s French Legion of Honor 
decree was signed by the French 
President on August 20, 2014; 
Jenson passed away August 21.

Darrell Neville, 99th Medic, 
was awarded the Norwegian WWII 
Defense Medal at a ceremony in 
Rexburg, Idaho, on June 2, 2014. 
Norwegian Army Lt. Col. Tom 
Schroder pinned the medal on 
Neville. The former pfc says he was 

one of the first non-Norwegians to 
join the Battalion. He served with 
the 99th through the war to the 
repatriation of German POWs from 
Norway. 

He called the fighting in France 
particularly tough. In Normandy, 
Neville had an enemy mortar 
shell land just feet away from him. 
Luckily, the shell did not explode, 
sparing him from a guaranteed 
Purple Heart. He also recalled the 
99th’s time fighting in Malmedy. 

One of Neville’s six children, his 
son, Scott, says his father never 
talked much about the war, but that 
silence told them how poignant his 
Army time must have been. After 
many years, he was more willing to 

Kai R. Ostbye, who served in 
the 99th Headquarters Company, 
was awarded the Norwegian WWII 
Defense Medal in a ceremony on 
July 13, 2014, at his nursing home 
in Santa Rosa, California. Hilde 
Janne Skorpen, Norwegian Consul 
in San Francisco, presented the 
Medal to Kai in front of his family 
and 99th Board members Tom 
Graves and Bill Hoffland, and 
Bill’s wife, Joyce. Consul General 
Skorpen’s husband, retired army 
Col. Ole K. Stubben, also attended.

A longtime resident of Santa 
Barbara, California, Kai moved 
to Santa Rosa to be closer to his 
daughter, Karin Bryan, grandson 
Robert Trompeter, and great-
grandson Jack Trompeter, all of 
whom attended the ceremony at 
the Golden Living Center. Kai’s 
longtime friend, Gretchen Mehlert 
of Santa Barbara, traveled north to 
see him and attend the ceremony. 

Now confined to bed, Kai led 
an active and stimulating life until 
suffering a fall from his bicycle a 
few years ago. His daughter said 
he was born in Oslo in 1923. He 
came to America when he was 
18, attended UCLA and received 
a teaching credential. He taught 
English and history for many years. 
His daughter said even though 
English was his second language, 
he mastered even its fine points 
and frequently corrected her 
grammar. An avid cross-country 
skier and hiker, he hiked the John 
Muir Trail numerous times and led 
many Sierra Club hikes. He never 
owned a car, preferring to ride his 
bicycle everywhere. 

He spoke Norwegian, Danish, 
German, Spanish and English. 
He loved to travel and he traveled 
the world. Always curious, when 
he developed an interest in food, 
he began working in restaurant 
management and became a 

gourmet chef.  He later taught 
cooking and backpacking food 
preparation. He loved opera and 
played the harmonica; he sang and 
knew hundreds of folk songs. A 
true Renaissance man, he also took 
many art classes and loved to paint. 

Consul General Skorpen 
expressed her personal and 
heartfelt feelings about Kai and 
other 99ers receiving the Medal, 
how much the 99ers mean to her 
and to Norway. Col. Stubben was 
equally moved to meet a 99er. Both 
spoke Norwegian to Kai and were 
proud to be photographed with 
him. 

The staff at the Golden Living 
Center surprised the group with 
coffee and sweets, which gave 
everyone more time to talk about 
Kai and the legacy of the 99th 
Infantry Battalion. Consul General 
Skorpen was presented with a 
Viking Battalion DVD and copies 
of the 99th Newsletter.

99er Kai Ostbye Awarded the Norwegian Medal

99th Veterans Bring Home the Gold continued
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in Mountain View, Arkansas, from 
the Norwegian military contingent 
led by Capt. Yngve Skogland. The 
ceremony was attended by his 
wife Jean and family members, 
the church congregation, “and 
many others.” As with awards 
to other veterans, his medal was 
accompanied by a certificate signed 
by Norway’s King Harold V.

Newspaper photos show the 
90-year-old retired minister standing 
straight as a young recruit while 
Capt. Skogland pinned the medal 
onto his chest. Treat says the medal 
is now displayed with his shoulder 
patches and other medals in his 
home.

“I’ve had a wonderful life, the 
places I’ve been and the people I 
met. The Lord has been wonderful to 
me. My life is the best it’s ever been,” 
he said.

Treat also had something to say 
about his fellow 99th soldiers. “I 
think every one of them would have 
given his life to save you. I don’t 
think you can say that today. It was 
an honor to serve with them.”

soldiers who had 
occupied Norway 
throughout the war. 

Reliford, who 
served in the 99th C 
Co, fondly recalled 
his time in Norway. 
“The land was 
beautiful and the 
people very nice,” he 
said.

A few days before 
Simpson Reliford’s 
ceremony, Rolf 
W. Simonsen, 
also received the 
Norway WWII 
Defense Medal from 
Capt. Skogland at 
a ceremony at the 
Idaho State Veterans 
Home in Lewiston. Simonsen served 
in the 99th Infantry Battalion (Sep) 
A Co.

“Rolf was part of that very special 
unit that took part in the liberation 
of Europe,” Capt. Skogland said, 
referring to the 99th. 

Simonsen was severely wounded 
by a mortar during the Battle of the 
Bulge. Those wounds prevented him 
from sailing to Norway with the 
Battalion. In addition to a Purple 
Heart, he earned a Silver Star. Once 
he recovered, his wounds did not 
keep him from an active life.

Simonsen had not expected so 
many people to attend the medal 
ceremony. “It’s amazing and I am 
grateful. Very grateful.”

Arkansas native Afton Treat, was 
drafted in 1943 and soon joined the 
99th Battalion. He served with A Co 
throughout its European battles and 
the return of King Haakon VII the 
7th to Norway in 1945.

In June 2014, Treat received his 
Deltagermedaljen in his church, the 
Water Missionary Baptist Church, 

Veteran Finn Pedersen was born 
in Oslo in 1921, and moved to the 
U.S. as a teenager, for the “better 
life” his father encouraged him to 
find. Norway was occupied by the 
Germans when he entered military 
service in February 1943. Like many 
Norwegian nationals, found himself 
in the 99th Infantry Battalion (Sep) 
for training at Camp Hale, Colorado. 
He served with the 99th through the 
fighting in Europe and service in 
Norway at the end of the war.

The A Co veteran received his 
Norwegian WWII Defense Medal in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, October 31, 
2014.

Like many combat veterans, 
he won’t talk about the war. And 
his kids say he will not watch war 
movies, no doubt feeling he had 
enough of the real thing with the 
99th.

Pedersen is a great fan of his 
adopted country, and is still stirred 
by his first sight of the “green lady,” 
the Statue of Liberty, which he saw 
as a teenager sailing into New York 
Harbor.

Simpson Reliford of Columbia, 
Kentucky, was awarded the 
Deltagermedaljen June 6, 2014, 
coincidentally, the 70th anniversary 
of D-Day. At the ceremony, 
Norwegian Navy Capt. Yngve 
Skogland said, “We are going to 
honor Simpson Reliford for what he 
did for Norway.” Norwegian Army 
Lt. Col. Tom Schroder and Sgt. 
Therese Skalbones of the Norwegian 
Air Force assisted Capt. Skogland 
at the ceremony. This distinguished 
team crisscrossed the country in 
early June to award several medals to 
99ers.

In his remarks, Capt. Skogland 
called out the Battalion’s defense 
of Malmedy, Belgium, and its role 
disarming legions of German 

99th Veterans Bring Home the Gold continued

Afton C. Treat receives Deltagermedaljen, June 2014
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On Oct. 31, Finn Pedersen 
received the Norwegian Second 
World War Participant Medal. 
Representatives of the Norwegian 
military, including Yngve 
Skoglund, Tom Schroder and 
Katharina Baccerini, arrived 
at the Golden Living Center in 
Charlottesville to honor Pedersen.

The following is based on the article 
“Yesteryears: Pedersen’s Recent 
Medal from Norway Honored 
World War II Bravery” by David 
A. Maurer, published in The Daily 
Progress, Charlottesville, Virginia on 
November 9, 2014.

The young sailor likely repeated 
the simple instructions endlessly 
in his head as the Greek ship heaved 
and groaned on a westerly heading 
through the cold waters of the 
Atlantic Ocean.

“When you see the green lady in 
the harbor, that’s it,” Finn Pedersen 
had been told. “It” was New York, 
and the gateway to a new life for the 
lad from Norway.

The seafaring teenager had 
been born in Oslo in 1921. He had 
received his initial training aboard 
the Christian Radich, which is still 
a Norwegian ship used to teach 
fledgling mariners the ropes.

By the time the Statue of Liberty 
came into Pedersen’s view, Europe 
was teetering on the brink of World 
War II. His father had encouraged 
him to seek “a better life” in America, 
and he had taken the advice.

New York was the best place 
for the youngster to get a toehold, 
because he had an aunt there who 
could give him food and shelter as 

he worked to get established. With 
little more than the relative’s address 
in his pocket, he left the ship as soon 
as it docked and never looked back.

The land of opportunity would 
give the young man his shot at a 
better life, as well as a chance to earn 
it. When the United States entered 
World War II in 1941, it quickly 
became apparent that special elite 
units would be needed.

On the 15th of August 1942, the 
99th Infantry Battalion (Separate) 
was activated at Camp Ripley, 
Minn. This outfit would be manned 
by Norwegians and Americans of 
Norwegian descent who could speak 
the language fluently.

The intended mission of the 
battalion was to conduct behind-
the-lines, unconventional warfare 
operations against German forces 
occupying Norway. Pedersen was 
assigned to the unit as an infantry 
scout soon after he entered the Army 
on February 8, 1943.

The 99th became part of the 
474th Infantry Regiment and 
wore the 99th shoulder patch 
of the Viking ship and the 
Regiment’s red spearhead, taken 
from the elite 1st Special Service 
Force, the Black ribbon of Darby’s 
Rangers and the Viking Ship of 
the 99th. The new regiment was 
formed with men from these 
historic units and almost 1,000 
replacements in January 1945 for 
operations in Norway.

Pedersen joined up with the 
99th at Camp Hale, Colo., where 
the men were getting training 
in cold-weather and mountain 
warfare. In early September 1943, 
he was back on a ship, this time 

heading for Scotland.
The unpredictability of war is not 

swayed by the plans of generals, and 
the 99th became a classic example of 
that. Instead of being used to liberate 
Norway, the unit saw its first action 
in France soon after D-Day.

The 99th saw heavy combat as 
the Allies fought their way through 
France and into Germany. By war’s 
end the battalion had been in 
combat for 101 days, during which 
time 52 men were killed and 305 
wounded out of a total force of about 
800 men.

On May 9, 1945, two days after 
the war ended in Europe, the 
99th finally received orders to go 
to Norway. Once there, the men 
assisted in the disarming and 
transporting of about 400,000 
German soldiers back to their home 
country.

On June 7, 1945, the 99th Infantry 
Battalion was given the distinction 

Finn Pedersen Awarded the Norwegian 
Second World War Participant Medal
Courtesy of Ken Pedersen

Fin receives award in Charlottesville
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of serving as the Honor Guard for 
the return of King Haakon VII to 
Norway after a five-year exile in the 
United Kingdom.

The Norwegian people adored the 
men of the 99th and treated them 
as the true heroes they were. As the 
years went by and the young grew 
old, this love and appreciation never 
faded.

On Jan. 11, 2011, the Norwegian 
government authorized all surviving 
veterans of the 99th Battalion be 
awarded the Norwegian Second 
World War Participant Medal. 
On the morning of Oct. 31, 2014, 
members of the Norwegian military 
arrived at the Golden Living Center 
in Charlottesville, where Pedersen is 
a resident.

As family and friends looked on, 
Pedersen was presented with the 
medal and the heartfelt thanks of 
the Norwegian people. It’s believed 
he will be the final member of 
the fabled unit to be awarded the 
decoration.

The grim fighting the father of 
three had experienced during the 
war had been enough for him. He 
never talked about the war; nor 
would he watch a war movie.

But Pedersen took every 
opportunity to praise the country 
that had given him the better life 
he had been looking for when 
he spotted the green lady on the 
horizon. When he would hear 
someone complaining about the 
United States, he would offer a bit of 
advice in his kind and gentle voice.

“You are free to move anywhere you 
want,” Pedersen would say, fully aware 
of what a wonderful thing that is.

For Collectors Only
A Limited Edition 

of Gerd Nyquist’s 99 
Battalion is now available 
from the 99th Infantry 
Foundation. This hard 
cover edition is printed 
on premium paper, 
boasts a special binding, 
and is limited to 99 
copies for sale in the 
U.S. and 99 in Norway. Like the 
other paperback and hardcover 
99 Battalion books, this English 
edition was translated, fact-checked 
and proofread by members of the 
Foundation, and contains many 

photos from WWII 
that are being published 
for the first time. The 
Limited Edition is 
only available in the 
U.S. from the 99th 
Foundation. Each copy 
is numbered and signed 
by a representative of the 
Foundation. You may 

order a limited edition book for 
$99 plus $17.50 for insured, priority 
delivery. Send a check to the 99th 
Foundation at PO Box 14521, 
Grand Forks, ND 58208-4521. 
Sorry, no special number requests.

This Defence Medal 1940 - 1945 
is presented to military and civilian 
personnel who served for one month 
or more in the liberation of Norway. 

The medal measures 33 mm in diameter 
and is made in bronze. The obverse 
shows the Norwegian National Shield 
surrounded by the date of the German 
occupation of Norway (9 April 1944 
– 8  Mai 1945). On the reverse the 
Norwegian Royal flag is shown with 
the Norwegian state flag and the 
Merchant flag in a circle above the 
inscription DELTAKER I KAMPEN, meaning 
participant in the fight/war. The band is 
the Norwegian national colors.

The DeltakermedaljenThe Legion of Honor

Foreign nationals who have served 
France received this National Order 
of the Legion of Honour distinction, 
the highest decoration in France. 

The obverse gilt disc features the head 
of Marianne, surrounded by the legend 
République Française on a blue enamel 
ring sitting above five enameled white 
arms, with an enameled laurel and 
oak wreath between the arms. The 
reverse central disc is also in gilt, with 
a set of crossed tricolores, surrounded 
by the Légion’s motto “Honneur et 
Patrie” (Honour and Fatherland) and its 
foundation date on a blue enamel ring. 
The badge is suspended by an enameled 
laurel and oak wreath.
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The 99th 
Board Evolves

After four years as Treasurer of 
the 99th Foundation, Tom Graves 
has announced his retirement 
from the Board of Directors. The 
99th Board voted member Paula 
Lindholm the new Treasurer. 

A founding member of the 
Foundation in 2011, Graves has 
served as Treasurer ever since. 
He cites his busy exhibition and 
speaking schedule on his book, 
Twice Heroes: America’s Nisei 
Veterans of WWII and Korea, and 
work on new projects as taking his 
time. (Twice Heroes earned the 2014 
IBPA Benjamin Franklin Award in 
history. www.TwiceHeroes.com) 

“The 99th Board is very active, 
with many important projects in the 
pipeline,” Graves said. “This requires 
the full attention of the Board 
members. Unfortunately, I feel I no 
longer have the necessary time the 
Foundation requires and deserves. 
Paula Lindholm is dedicated to the 
99th Foundation, is detail oriented 
and she will be a great Treasurer. 
I feel very confident leaving my 
responsibilities to her.”

Since the end of 2014, Lindholm 
has been transitioning into the role 
and will now take over the Treasurer 
title and responsibilities. While he 
is leaving the Board, Graves has 
volunteered to continue in a non-
Board role as Newsletter Editor. 

Effective immediately, all 
correspondence to the Treasurer 
should be addressed to:

99th Infantry Battalion Foundation
PO Box 14521
Grand Forks, ND 58208-4521 

This includes changes of your 
address, phone or email; DVD and 
Limited Edition book orders, and of 
course, donations.  

The 99th Infantry Battalion 
Separate WWII Educational 
Foundation Board of Directors is 
often asked, 

“How many 99th Veterans 
are still living?” 

Unfortunately, this number is 
decreasing and changes more often 
than we would like. For the Court 
of Honor Induction Program and 
99th Battalion Memorialization 
Ceremony at Camp Ripley in 
October 2014, the Board was 
determined to answer this question, 
and using Facebook contacts and 
many phone calls, including one call 
to Norway, we now can.

As of this printing, the 
Foundation counts 25 known 
living veterans of the 99th Infantry 
Battalion (Separate), WWII.

“How many 99ers were 
missing in Action (MIA)?”  
is another question often asked.

The answer is six although all 
of these were temporary: four KIA 
were eventually located on the 
battlefield and two 99ers were later 
found alive in other units.

We hope other 99ers are out there. 
If you know them, please send us 
their contact information or ask 
them to contact the Foundation. 
They are part of the 99th Family!

99th Battalion Veterans “Roll Call”
by Paula Lindholm, 99th Foundation Treasurer

Alf M. Berg C Company

Herbert B. Bjerke C Company

Christian M. F. Brun C Company

Bill G. Burke Med

Robert D. Chapman D Company

Donald A. Curtis HQ/C Company

Charles Gilman-Ulberg C Company

Herman Grant-Hansen C Company

Arthur Hansen HQ Company

Bjarne J. Jacobsen D Company

Sigvard G. Johnson C Company

Odd N. Lilleheil D Company

Richard A. Lumpp B Company

Darrel Neville Med

Rolf G. Nicholaysen D Company

Kai Østbye HQ Company

Olen Palmer A Company

Theodore Pedersen HQ Company

John Pettersen A Company

Simpson L. Reliford C Company

Arne O. Samuelson B Company

Rolf W. Simonsen A Company

Robert Snodgrass A Company

J. Jarvis Taylor D Company

Afton Treat A Company

Phoning the 
Foundation
The 99th Foundation 
now has a telephone 

number you can call with your 
questions, comments or change of 
address. Call 202-670-1088 and 
leave a message with your request, 
name and callback number. One of the 
Board members will return your call.

Please keep us up to date on 
your contact information, as it 
is expensive to have newsletters 
returned and re-mailed. We also 
may need to contact you from 
time to time with last minute 
announcements or information 
on 99th events. 
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A Very Busy Year for 
Foundation Outreach
by Bruce Bjorgum

Calendar of Events

2015

January 13 Military Roundtable in Owatonna, Minn. 
Kari Dyngeland, Jane Voxland and Nancy Lacina 
presented the 99th Infantry Battalion story, displayed 
posters, distributed brochures and previewed 
segments of the documentary. All 3 brought items 
that belonged to their fathers, and portions of war 
letters from Nancy’s father were read. Kari had DVDs 
and the Gerd Nyquist book for sale.

February 10 Mindekirken Norwegian Lutheran 
Memorial Church, Minneapolis, Minn. The Viking 
Battalion DVD first half screening by Bruce Bjorgum, 
second half screened Feb. 17.

February 13-25 Camp Ripley, Minn. NOREX Training 
Exchange with a special commemoration of the 99th 
Battalion during the Norwegian Meal on February 
18. We had a great showing of Descendants and 
Friends at the Dinner.

February 20 40th Annual 10th Mountain and 99th 
Battalion Ski-In with Memorial Service at Tennessee 
Pass, Ski Cooper, Colo. Special guests were the 
Special Forces Association and the Command 
element of the 10th Special Forces Group from 
Ft. Carson, Colo. representing the men of NORSO. 

February 26-28 and March 1 Show of Shows, 
Kentucky Expo Center, Louisville, Kentucky. Vice 
President Erik Wiborg attended. 

May 8 V-E Day Celebration in Washington, D.C.  
Jarvis Taylor attend and was recognized.

May 25 Memorial Day Celebration at Tennessee Pass, 
hosted by the Tenth Mountain Division Foundation. 

June 20 WWII Living History Weekend at Ft. Snelling, 
Minn. Kelly Solberg, granddaughter of 99th and 
NORSO vet, Captain Solberg led the team.   

July 11 Family Day events at the National D-Day 
Memorial as a guest of the local Sons of Norway 
Lodge. Erik Brun attended.

July 23-25 Nordic Fest, Decorah, Iowa. Let’s get a 
group together to attend next year.

September 4-6 Northern California Kretsstevne 
at Camp Norge. This Sons of Norway’s annual 
“Gathering of the Clan” features The Viking Battalion 
slideshow and mini-museum by Bill Hoffland.

November 21 Bedford, Virginia local Sons of Norway 
Lodge presentation of The Viking Battalion by Erik 
Brun from 3-5 p.m. at the College Lutheran Church 
in Salem, Virginia.

2016
February 18-20 41st Annual 10th Mountain and 99th 

Battalion Ski-In with Memorial Service at Tennessee 
Pass, Ski Cooper, Colorado.

May 30 Memorial Day Celebration at Tennessee Pass. 

Fall Norse Hstfest, Minot, North Dakota. To continue 
the work of Harold Hanson, volunteers are needed to 
help staff our booth and increase our presence at the 
premiere Scandinavian Festival in North America.

CONTACT uS WITH ANY LOCAL EVENTS THAT SHOuLD BE ADDED TO THIS LINEuP

Kelly Solberg and Roger Lindelof at Ft. Snelling
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have good weather and plenty of 
snow.

I have attached two parts of an 
article on NORSO and their RYPE 
Mission so you can get a little better 
understanding of the mission and 
how it relates to the 99th. The 
Office of Strategic Services, the 
WWII predecessor to the CIA, 
recruited NORSO from the 99th. 
They were called an Operational 
Group, what today we would 
know as a SF A-team. Many of the 
modern histories make a hash out 
of the story, so it is hard to get a 
good version of what happened. I 
hope you will be able to conduct 
a memorial service at or near the 
crash site.

If you want to do more in-depth 
reading or assign one of your hapless 
LTs to do it, I would love to give 
you more resources. I manage a 
Facebook Group for the NORSO 
descendants and I would like to do 
introductions if you’re interested.”

– Erik Brun, Foundation 
President, 99th Infantry Battalion 
Separate WWII Educational 
Foundation, LTC, USA Retired 

CW2 Daniel Bednarek has 
provided these details:

“This year the Norwegian 
contingent will be on ground at 
Camp Ripley from 13-25 February. 
The big event is the 18 February 

The following email exchange 
provides some details for the 
Norwegian part of the training 
exchange:

“Gentlemen (i.e., 99th Board 
Members, including Paula!): I will be 
the Officer in Charge of a contingent 
of 103 service members, from 
Minnesota, going over to Norway 
in February of 2015. This will be 
the 42nd annual military exchange 
between Norway and Minnesota. 
As you know, 2015 will be the 70th 
anniversary of Operation RYPE. 
During our time in Norway we will 
be skiing parts of the same route that 
was skied in 1945.

During the exchange, we typically 
bring an organizational gift that we 
present to the Norwegian Home 
Guard. This year I would like that to 
have something to do with the 99th 
and operation RYPE. One idea we 
are looking at is getting a replica of 
the 99th’s Battalion Guidon [a small 
flag borne by a military unit as a unit 
marker], with some replica patches 
surrounding. Do you by chance have 
a picture of the Battalion’s Guidon 
or Company Guidons that you could 
send me? Your help and time is 
appreciated.”

– MAJ Nathan Foster, Norwegian 
Exchange 42 Commander

In reply…“Major Foster, We will 
do all we can to help out on your 
great project. It is a great honor to 
lead such a task force. We have seen 
E-Mails from Chief Bednarek at 
Camp Ripley about a flag project. 
This makes more sense now. It 
is very interesting that you are 
covering parts of the RYPE route 
on your troop exchange. I hope you 

The annual Norwegian 
Reciprocal Troop Exchange, 
NOREX began in 1974 and is the 
longest-running military exchange 
partnership between any two 
nations. Minnesota National Guard 
soldiers and airmen train with their 
counterparts from the Norwegian 
military. The exchange promotes 
goodwill and sharpens military 
readiness between the nations, as 
well as provides opportunities for 
cultural understanding among its 
participants. While in Norway, 
Minnesota National Guard soldiers 
and airmen conduct summer or 
winter operations training with 
the Norwegian Home Guard in 
field training exercises. Winter 
training will include skiing into the 
mountains and sleeping in tents and 
snow shelters. They will also conduct 
weapons familiarization with their 
Norwegian trainers. Summer 
training focuses on mountain 
survival. Soldiers and airmen will 
have an opportunity to experience 
Norwegian culture as they visit the 
sights of Norway and participate in 
a “Buddy Weekend,” when they will 
stay with a Norwegian family. 

The Norwegian Home Guard 
soldiers will stay at Camp Ripley, 
Minnesota National Guard’s 
premier training center. They 
will be conducting winter 
training operations with the 
Minnesota National Guard and 
will be participating in multiple 
training exercises. In addition, 
the Norwegians will stay with 
Minnesota families and have the 
opportunity to experience some 
local culture. 

Norwegian Reciprocal Troop Exchange 
(NOREX), February 2015
by Bruce Bjorgum

Norwegian Reciprocal Exchange continues16



Norwegian meal. 
We also look for 
support in hosting 
youth soldiers for 
the weekend of 
20-22 February. The 
event starts at 1 p.m. 
on 20 February and 
ends at 3 p.m. on 
22 February 2014. 
The soldiers can be 
picked up at Camp 
Ripley, St. Cloud, 
or Bloomington. 
We typically like to see two soldiers 
go to a home for the weekend. Also 
following the Buddy Weekend we 
will have the Farewell Banquet at 
5:30 p.m. on 22 February – we are 
still working on the location. A new 
event this year is a short afternoon/
evening 20 February. We will be 
sending the adult Rapid Reaction 
Force soldiers out with a host for the 

afternoon of 20 February, allowing 
them to enjoy local culture.”

The 99th Infantry Battalion 
Foundation has offered to provide 
displays and memorabilia to Camp 
Ripley for the NOREX activities, and 
expects that 99th Battalion Veterans 
and descendants will be invited to 
participate, but plans have not been 
finalized at this time. 

This year marks the 70th 
Anniversary of Operation RYPE, the 
Office of Strategic Services saboteur 
mission into Norway in 1945. The 
OSS’s Norwegian Operational 
Groups, drawn from the 99th in 
the summer of 1943, jumped into 
Norway to carry out their heroic 
attack on the Nordland Railway 
in an effort to disrupt Nazi troop 
movements.

Major William Colby, later to 
head the CIA, was assigned to 
Norwegian Special Operations 
Branch (NORSO) of the OSS 
London Station after his operations 
as a Jedburgh team leader in France. 

As part of the 42nd annual 
Norwegian Exchange, both the 
Minnesota National Guard and 
the Norwegian Military have been 

NOREX 2015 – The 42nd Norwegian Exchange
by Erik Brun

working with 
the Foundation 
to develop their 
briefing materials 
and prepare 
slideshows and 
museum displays 
for the event.

MAJ 
Nathan Foster, 
Commander of 
Norwegian Exchange 42, the officer 
in charge of this year’s Minnesota 
National Guard contingent, wrote in 
a recent e-mail to 99th Foundation 
President Erik Brun, “Thank you for 
all the help in preparing our brief 
for Norway! I truly believe that your 
information and input has given 
us the correct information and has 
helped to ensure we are getting their 

(99th Separate) story correct. LT 
Clapero is finalizing the brief and I 
think she’ll do an outstanding job.”

Likewise, in Norway, Frode 
Lindgjerdet, was asked by Major 
Gard Omedal, the Norwegian Task 
Force Commander, to help set 
the historical background of the 
anniversary event. Lindgjerdet holds 
a Master’s Degree in history from 
the NTNU, the Norges Teknisk-
Naturvitenskapelige Universitet (in 
English: Norwegian University of 
Science and Technology) and served 
with Task Force HV-12 RRF RYPE 
as Assistant Intelligence Officer. 
He shared this with us about their 
efforts: 

“The project includes an 
exhibition, two lectures and a folder 
dealing with Operation RYPE 
March-May 1945. I believe there 
will be an additional lecture by Maj. 
Nathan A. Foster [of the Minnesota 
National Guard] on forming of the 
NORSO and 99th.

“The exhibition is being put 
together in cooperation with the 
Army Museum in Trondheim, HV-
12, Snåsa bygdemuseum and the 
local historians Jarle Skjei and Arne 
Sandnes. Not to forget Linda Hall 
[Roger Hall’s widow], Foundation 
members and the rest of the NORSO 
Facebook group who have provided 
me with pictures and insights. 
NOREX 2015 continues on next page

Norwegian Reciprocal Troop Exhange continued

The exhibition display set up at the mess hall of Værnes Garrison
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Kelly Solberg at NOREX
Kelly Solberg wandered into our 

Faceblook Group a while back, and 
boy, was she in for a surprise. Kelly’s 
grandfather had left an impression 
he had served in the 99th, so Kelly 
checked into our Facebook group 
to see what that meant. She had 
a chance to learn more about Lt. 
Harry L. Solberg and what he did in 
the 99th and in the OSS in Europe 
and China. Then it was her turn to 
respond to the call of service, this 
time, to represent him and all of us 
at a very special dinner. She took a 
moment to share this: 

It all began with a short message 
back in January 2015 from Erik 
Brun, one of the board members 

for the 99th Infantry Battalion 
(Separate) Foundation: 

“Hi Kelly. I don’t suppose you 
could make an event on Feb 16? At 
Camp Ripley in Little Falls.” 

This “event” turned out to be the 
NOREX - Norwegian Reciprocal 
Troop Exchange dinner. NOREX 
is an annual military exchange and 
partnership between the Minnesota 
National Guard and the Norwegian 

Home Guard. The dinner is a 
special welcoming event put on 
for the visiting Norwegian troops, 
but this year, in honor of the 70th 
anniversary of Operation RYPE in 
Norway, the dinner was also paying 
homage to the great men of the 99th 
Battalion (Separate) and NORSO. 
My grandfather, Harry L. Solberg, 
served in both the 99th Battalion 
and the O.S.S. Operational Group - 
NORSO.

Initially, I believed my job might 
keep me from attending, but happily 
and luckily that wasn’t the case. I got 
the day off work I needed, booked my 
hotel and waited for the day to arrive.

When the day arrived, and after 

a two-hour drive from home, I was 
officially on Camp Ripley ground! 
The hanger where the dinner was 
held was filled with troops, guests, 
and Norwegian sweaters.

First, I met and visited with Karin 
Eide, whose father, Leif Eide, also 
served as both a 99er and member of 
NORSO alongside my grandfather. 
We talked about how proud we were 
of them, and what an honor it was to 

“The exhibition will consist of 
five 150x50 cm posters, dealing 
with the strategic background for 
the operation; the formation of the 
Viking Battalion and NORSO; the 
Plukktjønn tragedy; the railway 
sabotage and finally, the moment 
of peace. Further, two mannequins 
dressed as NORSO soldier and a 
German Soldier will be on display. 
There will be three showcases 
exhibiting weapons used, like the 
M1 Carbine and German Mp38/40, 
a rail blown up by dynamite, 
authentic maps used by RYPE, 
demolition equipment, uniforms, 
a prop from the crashed B-24, a 
drop container, sleeping bags and 
rucksacks from the operation. As 
part of the NOREX, Norwegian 
and American Guardsmen and 
guardswomen will be transported up 
to Gjevsjø base and ski down to the 
railway line to give the participants a 
tiny clue of the ordeals the NORSO 
men went through.”

Lindgjerdet points out the 
NORSO Facebook Group and Linda 
Hall in his thanks. 

By creating the OSS NORSO 
Facebook Group this year, the 99th 
Foundation has helped reconnect 
30 NORSO descendants with 
researchers and friends. They have 
shared hundreds of photographs, 
scans of documents and letters 
with one another. One researcher 
is a Command Historian with the 
United States Special Operations 
Command, and one family member, 
of course, Linda Hall, whose 
husband was the commander 
of NORSO II and author of the 
painfully humorous, You’re Stepping 
on My Cloak and Dagger, the book 
that recounts his career in the 
OSS and role with the Norwegian 
Operational Groups.

NOREX 2015 continued

Dale Lien and Eric Kerska at NOREX Dinner
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be able to attend this special event. 
There was lots of interest in the 

fabulous display Kari Dyngeland 
put together for the 99th, NORSO 
and Operation RYPE. The young 
Norwegian guests, and others took 
in the display of photos, books and 
the DVD The Viking Battalion. (I 
even picked up another copy of Gerd 
Nyquist’s book.)

After more visiting and mingling 
with each other and the Norwegian 
troops, we were called to order for 
the program to begin. Once settled 
into our dinner seats, Colonel Scott 
St. Sauvier, commander of Camp 
Ripley, gave everyone a warm 
welcome and explained about the 
NOREX Exchange and what a great 
long standing tradition it’s been. I 
had the privilege of sharing a table 
with Colonel Eric Kerska and his 
wife, Tina; Major John Donovan of 
Camp Ripley; and three lovely ladies: 
Lydia Starck, widow of 99er Odd 
Starck, their daughter, Irene, and 
Marlys Cleveland, widow of 99er 
Olaf Cleveland.

Major John Donovan of Camp 
Ripley then introduced Colonel Eric 
Kerska for his turn at the podium. 
Eric did an amazing job with his 
slide show and presentation on the 
history of the 99th Infantry Battalion 
(Separate), NORSO and Operation 
RYPE. Eric’s grandfather was 99er, 
Norman Olson. Eric himself is quite 
impressive as the recently retired 
Chief of Staff of the 34th Red Bull 
Infantry Division. The perfect 
representative and he certainly did 
us proud.

We were then asked to stand up 
one by one as our respective 99er’s 
name was called. I’ve not had a 
prouder yet more humble moment 
in a long, long while as I did when 
they called “Harry Solberg, 99th 

Infantry Battalion (Separate) 
and O.S.S. NORSO”. As I stood, I 
had such a heartfelt feeling of, “I 
am a part of something so much 
bigger than myself.” Here I was 
representing these courageous 
men of “the greatest generation” to 
this hanger full of the Minnesota 
National Guard, the Norwegian 
Home Guard and many other 
special guests. I know Grandpa 
Harry would have been his usual 
modest self by all the attention, 
but, I also know he would be smiling 
ear to ear and filled with joy that his 
granddaughter was here at Camp 
Ripley, and that the legacy of the 
99ers lives on.

After a tasty steak dinner, we were 
invited to Valhalla, the Governor of 
Minnesota’s lodge and a showcase 
of Camp Ripley. You can see the ties 
with Norway when you first walk 
in the door. The lodge is decorated 
with the many gifts received from 
the Norwegian Home Guard. There 
are even large portraits of the King 
and Queen of Norway prominently 
displayed in the main sitting area.

We headed to the lower level 
of Valhalla where more gifts were 
showcased. That’s when all the 
descendants that were able to make 
it over after dinner got to reminisce 
and get to know each others’ fathers 
and grandfathers better. 

Erik Askegaard and his wife 
Joan shared many stories and 
recollections from Erik’s father, 99er 
Charles Askegaard, Company A. 
Erik also had some fantastic photos. 
In fact, at the dinner, Lydia Starck 
recognized someone in a photo 

he had shown her as the man 
who had introduced her to her 
future husband, Odd Starck, of 
Company C. 

Dale Lien shared a photo and 
stories of his dad, 99er Odin Lien of 
Company C, the bugler for the 99th 
Battalion (Separate). He told us the 
guys would throw snowballs at his 
dad when he’d wake them playing 
Reveille.

It meant so much to me listening 
to the others’ shared stories. I felt 
a connection and through their 
words and photos was able to better 
envision the life of a 99er and what 
my grandfather experienced.

The next morning, at the hotel 
many of us stayed at, I was able to 
breakfast with Kari Dyngeland, 
Lydia and Irene Starck. We had a 
great time talking about everything 
from the previous night’s festivities 
to stories of travelling in Norway 
(someday I WILL get there!).

Alas, we all went our separate 
ways, back to the real world. But I 
sure hope to meet up with my 99er 
friends again soon. 

Erik Askegaard brought a 
photo of his dad and other 

99ers from Co. A, wondering 
who they were. Lydia Starck 

immediately recognized one.
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The 99th Infantry 
Battalion (Sep) WWII 
Educational Foundation 
would like to commend 
the work done by our 
good friend Terry Ploot 
who assists with the 
Leadville, SOS Outreach 
Program. SOS Outreach is a national 
youth development non-profit 
that utilizes adventure sports to 
engage at-risk students in long-term 
mentorship relationships.

Terry, who lives in Leadville 
with his wife, Kari, assists us in 
maintaining and improving the 
Battalion monument at Tennessee 
Pass.

Quoting from the Leadville Today 
website: The true heart of SOS 
Leadville lies in the mentors who 
give their time to build relationships 
with these youth. 99th Battalion 
friend Terry Ploot has spent five 

years investing 
in SOS kids, 
and the 
profound 
impact he 
has made in 
their lives 
was evident 

graduation night. As he referred to 
them as “my surrogate grandkids” 
and told them how proud he was 
of how much they’d grown – both 
in the sport, and developmentally – 
they responded with heartfelt thanks 
for the “best teacher ever.”

To help Terry and honor our 99th 
Battalion skiing veterans, consider 
contributing to this ski program held 
on the same hill where they trained 
72 years ago. Send your no longer 
used ski equipment or a check to:

SOS Leadville, SOS Outreach
PO Box 2092, Frisco, CO 80442

Message From Terry Ploot
Hi Friends! It is I again asking 

for your donations to this season’s 
SOS Leadville program. My goal 
is to include as many at-risk 
and underprivileged Leadville 
kids as possible. The program 
includes winter as well as summer 
adventures: skiing, hiking, rafting, 
camping and more, all intending 
to instill courage, discipline, 
compassion, wisdom, leadership 
and integrity to help them grow 
up to be productive citizens. This 
winter we will again participate with 
the 10th Mountain veterans, both 
on the hill, as well as during the 
Memorial Service at the Tennessee 
Pass monuments. Thanks to Jeff 
and Marge, and your generous 
donations, the kids can participate 
both in the 2015 NASTAR and 
Cooper Cup races. 

The cost for each child is about 
$225 for both winter and summer 
programs including equipment, $175 
for those who have their own skis. 
I have enough skis and boots to 
equip 5-6 kids, which help some, but 
not enough. Many of these children 
do not have such funds available to 
them, and I need your HELP to get 
them into the program. This is my 
eighth year, and I know that many 
of you have contributed every time I 
have asked. I hope you will assist me 
again with your checkbook and ski 
equipment. Thank you for your help! 

Leadville News and SOS
Commending Terry Ploot and the  
Leadville SOS Outreach Program

20



Family Events & Activities
The Tenth 41st Annual Ski-in announced!

The 2016 Ski-in will be at Ski 
Cooper, Co. Ski Cooper Daze will 
be on Feb 18, 19 & 20. Additional 
skiing is planned as the Post-
Cooper Daze, Feb 21, 22, 23 & 24 
at Frisco. There will be no official 
reception or special parties except 
for Cooper Hill day. 

Flag processional and 
memorial event

Of course, the most important day 
is Cooper Hill Day, Friday, Feb. 19 
(note the date!). We will ski in the 
morning and then at noon meet at 
the top of the lift for the serpentine 
ski of the mountain with flags 
leading all down the mountain. Last 
year the Special Forces Association 
bought lunch for all in honor of 
their NORSO brethren. A memorial 
service is at 3 PM at the Memorial 

Monuments. We end the 
day with a big night on the 
town “starting at the head 
of the whiskey row,” the 
Silver Dollar Saloon, and 
finishing with dinner at the 
Quincy, pay your own way.

For additional 
information check the 
99th Battalion Facebook 
Group, under events. 
This is an incredible 
event hosted by the 10th 
Mountain Descendants and 
Foundation. Make your 
own reservations ASAP, 
and please let Hugh Evens 
of the 10th know what you 
plan to do. His email is 
hevans621@aol.com, no 
phone calls please.

of the 10th Special Forces Group 
(Airborne) from Ft Carson attended 
40th Annual “Ski-In” at Cooper Hill 
this last February. 

This tradition, started by the 
veterans of the 10th Mountain 
Division, is now carried on by their 
descendants and foundation who 
have hosted a skiing celebration of 
their camaraderie and fellowship for 
over 40 years.

Today Ski Cooper, a popular 
Skiing destination, is the site of the 
monuments dedicated to the men 
of the 10th Mountain Division, the 
99th Infantry Battalion and NORSO 
who fell during WWII. In 1943-44, 
Cooper Hill served nearby Camp 
Hale as an training ground for Army 
Combat Skiing.

Chapter of the Special Forces 
Association, almost 30 members of 
their chapter and current members 

In response to the NORSO article 
(see p. 22), that previously appeared 
in the newsletter of the Colorado 

40th Annual Ski-in 2015 in Leadville
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officers, engineers, carpenters, 
students and loggers. They selected 
a total of 74 men, who departed 
under OSS Special Order 11 for 
Virginia. On 28 July 1943, the group 
was activated as the Norwegian 
Operations Groups, at the 
Congressional Country Club near 
Washington, D.C.

The rest of that summer and 
into the fall they continued 
training in small arms, close 
combat, demolitions and covert 
movement in northern Virginia. 
Their training culminated in an 
exercise in Martha’s Vineyard, where 
the Norwegians embarrassed an 
unsuspecting Marine detachment 
defending a lighthouse. The victors 
were in turn humbled by a sandbar 
while making the rendezvous with 
an LST. The team members and 
crated equipment proceeded to 
New York in October, for their 
deployment. After some delay, 
due to a technical difficulty, the 
operations group arrived in the 
United Kingdom in December 1943.

There, under the experienced 
wing of the British Special 
Operations Executive (SOE), they 
immediately began rigorous training 
in Scotland and other locations 
around the United Kingdom 

The OSS had come to Camp Hale 
because the 99th Infantry Battalion 
(Separate) was stationed there.  
(www.99battalion.org)

The 99th was one of several ethnic 
battalions created as a result of the 
War Department’s “Foreign Legions” 
discussions after Pearl Harbor. The 
99th became the first European 
Ethnic unit. 
The Battalion 
was activated in 
August of 1942 
at Camp Ripley, 
Minnesota. It 
was formed 
of Norwegian 
nationals and Norwegian 
Americans, gathered from across 
the stateside Army, reception 
stations and by special permission, 
26 volunteers from the 5th Infantry 
Division’s troops in Greenland.

The 99th arrived at Camp Hale 
from Fort Snelling, Minnesota, in 
mid-December 1942. They trained 
throughout the remainder of the 
winter, spring and summer at the 
9,600-foot cantonment and up to 
the 12,000-foot peaks surrounding 
the base. The unit was preparing for 
its own deployment to the United 
Kingdom when the OSS arrived. 
Camp Hale was a harsh training 
ground and had provided the men 
the stamina and determination to 
succeed in their later assignments. 
The recruiters found a group of 
mountain-hardened individuals, 
many native and fluent Norwegian 
speakers with a wide variety of 
backgrounds; Merchant Marine 

Did you know that two of the 
first Office of Strategic Services’ 
Operational Groups were recruited 
in the Rocky Mountains of 
Colorado? Have you ever seen the 
monuments on Tennessee Pass at Ski 
Cooper? On Highway 24, 30 miles 
south of I-70, and five miles north 
of Leadville, the site is shared by two 
memorial stones, the 10th Mountain 
Division’s and a second stone that 
is a memorial to the 99th Infantry 
Battalion (Separate) and a group 
called NORSO.

In the summer of 1943, a group 
of Office of Strategic Services (OSS) 
recruiters arrived at Camp Hale, 
Colorado to conduct interviews for 
the first of their Operational Groups. 
Camp Hale, a brand-new city for 
15,000 souls had been completed 
in November 1942 after seven 
months of feverish construction. The 
cantonment, at the 9,600-foot level 
in a glacial valley, had been known 
to the railroad as Pando, Colorado. 
This new Army city had been 
built specifically for the Mountain 
Training Center and Winter Warfare 
Board. It was the home of the new 
10th Light Division (Pack, Alpine).

The OSS Operational Groups 
(OGs) were the next logical step 
beyond the individual agent or 
small team of specialists. They 
were a uniformed force, intended 
to be inserted behind enemy lines 
and operate as a combat force or 
to leverage indigenous groups 
to field larger forces. The first of 
these planned Operational Groups 
was to be formed of Norwegians. 

NORSO and the Norwegian Connection
Written for the Special Forces Association of Colorado and reprinted in the 
NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY – November 7, 2014
by Erik Brun, President, 99th Battalion Educational Foundation

“The recruiters found a group of mountain-
hardened individuals, many native and 
fluent Norwegian speakers with a wide 
variety of backgrounds”
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in a new operation 
that planned to 
insert it a team into 
central Norway. 
The plan would 
be called RYPE, 
Norwegian for 

“grouse,” and was to interdict traffic 
along the highly channelized rail 
corridors that provided support to 
the dispersed 400,000-man German 
garrison.

Colby began to mold the 
reformed Norwegian Operation 
Group into the initial force and a 
follow-on force that would remain 
in the United Kingdom. Operation 
RYPE jumped into Norway on the 
night of 24-25 March 1945, delivered 
by Carpetbagger B-24s into the 
mountainous areas of Central 
Norway along the Swedish border. 
The initial mission delivered four 
of the eight aircrafts’ payloads in 
Norway successfully, with one stick 
of the group landing in Sweden and 
three aircraft returning to Scotland 
with their cargos. Despite this 
setback, the RYPE group proceeded 
to attack the rail lines, severing a 
key land route for the Germans 
and entering the Americans into 
the Norwegian game. Those that 
did not get delivered in the second 
jump, along with the interned team 
members, entered Norway via 
Sweden.

With the end of the war, the 
long-separated NORSO veterans 
were joined in Norway by their 
99th brethren. The 99th, now acting 
as the 3rd Battalion of the newly 
formed 474th Infantry Regiment 
(Separate), welcomed the Norwegian 
Royal Family to Oslo in June of 
1945. As fate would have it, the 

summer, the hope for 
an early capitulation 
had the allied planners 
rethinking the use 
of the groups. Their 
type of mission was 
considered unwise 
in Germany proper, without an 
organized resistance movement to 
leverage. Norway still seemed to 
still be a viable target, but would not 
require both Groups.

So a hard call was made to select 
the members that would continue 
to train for Norway. The remaining 
OG members in the UK were offered 
a choice of being turned over to the 
replacement system or to volunteer 
for new OGs being formed for 
operations in China. Many of the 
Norwegians felt that the British 
would continue their monopoly 
on operations in Norway. In all, 
29 of the Norsk OG men were on 
their way back to the States before 
morning. They enjoyed 30 days leave 
and then onward movement.

A new officer had joined the 
Norwegians, Major William 
Colby, a wiry Irish Catholic, born 
in Minnesota but raised on the 
ski slopes of New England. He 
had led a successful Jedberg team 
after D-Day, one of the three-man 
liaison cells that parachuted into 
occupied territories to work with 
the Resistance. He would lead the 

Norwegian 
Operational 
Group, now 
summarily 
referred to 
as NORSO, 
as an 
extension of 
the original 
staff section, 

in preparation for the coming 
operations. The Norwegian Section 
(NORSO) of the OSS operations 
headquarters Scandinavian Branch, 
continued to plan a role for the OG 
in Norway, a predominantly British 
theater of operations. Various plans 
were put forward but no missions 
appeared until all the OGs in the 
United Kingdom were placed 
under Lt. Col. Serge Obolensky’s 
Command in May of 1944.

With the beginning of the ground 
campaign in northern Europe 
after D-Day, all the Operational 
Groups were alerted for a series 
of special operations. It was the 
chance to prove the concept of the 
Operation Groups formation. These 
Operational Groups participated 
in eight operations from England 
in August and September of 
1944. The Norwegians jumped in 
Operations: Percy Red, Percy Pink, 
Patrick, Christopher, and Adrian. 
The Norwegians were combined 
with other OGs in England and had 
between 5 to 29 Norwegian OG 
members on these five missions. 
They jumped from specially 
modified B-24s of the 492nd Bomb 
Group (Heavy), the “Carpetbaggers.” 
They jumped at night into France 
from 600 ft. above the ground at 
125mph.

As the Allied front stabilized in 
northern Europe in the fall of 1944, 
the Norwegian 
Groups members 
returned to 
their bases and 
continued training 
in preparation 
for their next 
operation. Due to 
the rapid advances 
of the allies that 

Historical Perspectives
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to themselves as Special Forces.
Would you like to help honor 

their service? Learn more by 
visiting the Operation RYPE, 99th 
Infantry Battalion Educational 
Foundation website and Facebook 
group, or join our private Facebook 
Group with the Descendants and 
friends of NORSO (see below). 
References

OSS video clip filmed at the 
Congressional Country Club 
containing many of the Norwegian 
OG members: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=veMVDEodFCY 

Operation RYPE, 99th Infantry 
Battalion Educational Foundation 
website: www.99battalion.org/
index_files/rype.htm
OSS Operational Groups

www.ossog.org
Recommended Books

The OSS Norwegian Special 
Operations Group in World War 
II, Bruce H. Heimark, forward by 
William Colby.

You’re Stepping on My Cloak and 
Dagger, by Captain Roger Hall, 
NORSO II Commander.

The 99th Battalion, by Gerd 
Nyquist, 2014 edition

474th had been cadred by over 
1,000 members of another unit 
with Norway in its history, the First 
Special Service Force (the Devil’s 
Brigade), including over 300 of 
General Darby’s Rangers. 

Tragically, in the subsequent 
sorties of the RYPE mission, two 
fully loaded B-24s crashed in the 
bitter northern winter. With the 
exception of one flight officer, all 

aboard 
the 
aircraft 
were 
lost. 
As a 
somber 

memorial to those men and to 
the original ethnic source of the 
Operational Group, here is the 
NORSO Honor Roll of those aircraft:
ANDERSON Robert N T/3
BERGE Trygve T/Sgt
FALCK Knut J Cpl
IVERSON Bernard N T/5
JONES Blain C 1st Lt
KJELNESS Edward E S/Sgt
MELAND Leif E T/5
OTTERSLAND Gerald T/5
RORVICK Johannes S T/5
SONDENO Eddie O T/5

Seven of these OG members had 
originally volunteered from the 99th 
Infantry Battalion (Sep) at Camp 
Hale.

The remaining Member of the 
NORSO Honor Roll is Cpt. Harold 
J. Larson, who was killed in action 
leading Operation Percy Red OG 
members in an attack on an armored 
train near Limoges, France on 
11 Aug 1944. He was also at Camp 
Hale with the 99th. 

Tennessee Pass is a fitting place 
for a memorial to these men, some 
of the first among a proud tradition 
of American Fighting Men who refer 

NORSO and the Norwegian Connection continued

some of the members of the group. I 
wish I were closer to all of you so we 
could see each other more often. I was 
pleased to be able to see the dedication 
of the monument at Ripley and to 
video the action.”

Paula Lindholm, niece of 99er Allan 
Lindholm, “I am thrilled to be invited 
to such a big event. I will be shutting 
off my computer and tomorrow I 
travel! A good weekend with good 
people and good friends! It’s all a win/
win. I have had 200 handouts of the 
Veteran’s Roll Call printed so we can 
hand them out freely. If necessary, I 

Memorialization at Camp Ripley continued

Digital Video Library continued

will volunteer to stay with Harlan’s 
display so he may assist with the 
unveiling of the monument. Irene will 
take photos and maybe Roger Lindelof 
will take video with my camera. 
Harlan, Bruce, Erik, see you in Little 
Falls!”

This day was a very special honor 
for the 99th Infantry Battalion and 
for the widows and descendants who 
attended. We are all truly appreciative 
of our new monument and this special 
recognition by the Staff of Camp 
Ripley and the Minnesota National 
Guard Memorialization Board!

Robert Bjorgum, 2005
Bruce Heimark 2000
Fritz Schmidt 2000
Finn Pedersen 2005
T W Jacobsen 2011
Olin Palmer, 2011
Tom Lode, 2010 and 2012 
Events include the WWII History 

Roundtable, Ft. Snelling; 2002 
Luncheon, Alexandria, Minn.; 2002, 
2004 and 2006 Reunions. 

Other veterans interviewed in 
2006 are part of a separate tape 
library that needs to be transferred 
to the Foundation, include Marvin 
Reeves, Odvar Naas, John Pedersen, 
and Tom Skattum.

This endeavor is costly, at $35.00 
per hour of tape, and there are over 
100 hours of tape. Even though this 
is an expensive proposition, the 
Board feels strongly that preserving 
these tapes is a priority.

 Thank you for your support 
of this very important project. 
As you consider your charitable 
giving, please consider a donation 
to the Foundation to carry on this 
important work. You can specify that 
funds go to the Digitization Project, 
or to our general treasury to fund all 
our important projects.
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99th Battalion: The Long Way Home
Review by Erik Brun

99th Battalion  
by Gerd Nyquist

Aperture Press, LLC 
201 Washington Street, 
Suite 533  
Reading, PA 19601
www.aperturepress.net

New English translation 
with greatly expanded 
illustration section with 
over 70 new additional 
photographs and detailed 
captions. Available for the 
first time to the English-reading 
public is a history of one of the 
most unusual units in WWII. The 
book itself has long been available 
in Norwegian, written by Norway’s 
preeminent crime novelist. The 
author, Gerd Nyquist, had been a 
bestselling mystery writer in her 
home country for 20 years when 
the unusual story of an American 
battalion of Norwegian-speaking 
soldiers caught her attention.

Her book, 99th Battalion (Bataljon 
99 in Norwegian), is an unparalleled 
history of this unique battalion, 
created from her interviews of 
veterans of the unit in both the 
United States and Norway. First 
published in 1981 in Oslo, in 
Norwegian, it has only been available 
in English in a private subscription 
printing for 99th veterans in the 
early 1980s. This greatly revised and 
expanded version of the book is now 
available in a U.S. Edition though 
the support of the 99th Infantry 
Battalion Educational Foundation, 
www.99battalion.org.

Until the Nyquist book, the 
history of the 99th was forever 
standing in the shadows of another, 
better known American “ethnic 
battalion,” the 100th Infantry 

Battalion, 
formed of 
Japanese 
Americans 
(Nisei) 
from Hawaii 
shortly 
after Pearl 
Harbor. The 
99th Infantry 
Battalion 
was created 
by the War 
Department in 
1942, specifically 

formed of Norwegian nationals 
living in the United States and 
Americans of Norwegian extraction. 
These 1,000 Norwegian-speaking 
ski troopers would go on to serve 
with some of the most storied units 
in WWII. The 99th Battalion follows 
the unit’s formation in Minnesota, 
its training at 10,000-foot elevations 
at Colorado’s Camp Hale, and its 
combat history in the European 
Theater of Operations.

The Battalion trained as ski troops 
with the storied U.S. Army 10th 
Light Division (Pack, Alpine), in the 
winter of 1942-3 (later re-designated 
the 10th Mountain Division). In 
England, they were assigned to 
General Omar Bradley’s First Army 
Headquarters as its tactical combat 
force. The men of the 99th served 
with the Provisional Ranger Group 
after D-Day, and were attached to 
the 2nd Armored Division (“Hell 
on Wheels”) and the 30th Division 
(“Old Hickory”) in hard fighting 
across Northern Europe. When 
the Battle of the Bulge erupted, the 
Battalion led “Task Force Hansen” 
to plug the gap in the Allied lines 
at Malmedy, Belgium, where only 
elements of an American combat 
engineer company held the critical 

town against advancing Nazi 
Panzers. 

Withdrawn from the lines after 
a month of continuous fighting 
in bitter cold conditions, the 
99th joined veterans of the First 
Special Service Force (“The Devil’s 
Brigade”), including over 400 
members of “Darby’s Rangers,” to 
form a new regiment with a secret 
mission to Norway.

Also told is the story of a selected 
group of these men who trained 
with “Wild Bill” Donovan’s Office 
of Strategic Services (OSS) as the 
Norwegian Operations Group. These 
men of NORSO, the predecessors 
to today’s US Army Special Forces 
teams, jumped behind German lines 
in France and Norway to conduct 
sabotage missions and link up with 
the resistance fighters until they 
could be relieved.

This collection of veterans’ 
interviews is told by an experienced 
storyteller. Nyquist brings the 
memories and stories of many 
veterans together with her research 
in the archives in Norway and the 
United States to share the history 
and achievements of these men.  

99th Battalion is available from 
Amazon, BN.com, booksamillion.
com, and at your local bookstore. 
A limited edition of 99 copies is 
available only at www.99battalion.
com.
 Title: 99th Battalion
 Edition: First English Translation
 Illustrations:   159 black-and-white 

photographs
 Price: Hardcover $29.99; 

Paper $19.99
 Format: Hardcover and Paper
 Pages: 296
 Size: 9.2" x 6.1"
 Published: March 31, 2014
 ISBN-10: 099109624X
 ISBN-13: 978-0991096244 25



Edward W. 
Alexandersen
Posted in the Sons of Norway 
Facebook group

It is with sadness I report the 
passing of Edward W. Alexandersen, 
age 90, a member of the 99th 
Infantry Battalion (Sep.) from 
Belchertown, Mass., formerly of 
Lakehurst, N.J. and Staten Island, 
N.Y. Edward was born in Arendal, 
Norway, traveled the world as a 
merchant marine, and settled in 
America, where he joined the U.S. 
Army and became a member of 
C Company of the 99th Infantry 
Battalion (Separate).

He served during World War II 
and participated in the liberation of 
Norway. At war’s end, he returned 
to the U.S. and married Magda 
Knutesen, and had two daughters, 
Carin and Arlene.

Edward worked as a dockworker 
and carpenter in the New York City 
area and retired to Lakehurst, New 
Jersey in 1985. Magda, preceded him 
in death three years ago. 

He leaves behind his two 
daughters, six granddaughters, 
a great-grandson and great-
granddaughter, and two sons-in-
law, who all will miss him. He went 
peacefully with his daughters at his 
side after a brief illness. In that we 
are saddened at our loss, we also are 
taking the time to 
remember with 
great fondness this 
kind and loving 
man who lived a 
good life. 

Good job, Edward, and Godspeed!

TAPS - gone but not forgotten…TAPS – gone but not forgotten…

Lawrence E. Howie, Jr., born 
May 3, 1925 in Danville, Illinois, 
died on September 15, 2014.

Mr. Howie came from a large 
family of 12 boys and eight girls. 
He and seven of his brothers served 
simultaneously in the 
U.S. military during 
wartime.

Mr. Howie served 
in the U.S. Army 
during WWII as a 
U.S. Army Air Corps 
and an infantry 
soldier in England, 
France, Norway, and 
Germany, and during 
the Korean War as 
First Lieutenant, 
working as an advisor to the South 
Korean Army, completing 10 years 
of military service in 1953. He was 
recently awarded the Norwegian 
Defense Participation Medal for 
his participation in the removal 
of thousands of Germans from 
Norway while stationed there with 
the Army’s 99th Infantry Battalion 
(Separate). After leaving the military, 
he became a machinist model maker 

and instrument maker for the 
remainder of his working years. 

He was a member of Montgomery 
United Methodist Church and 
the American Legion, both in 
Damascus, Maryland. 

He was preceded 
in death by his wife 
of 60 years, Juanita 
L. (Clarkson) Howie. 
He leaves behind four 
daughters, Vickie L. 
Johnson of Frederick, 
Md., Deborah A. 
Metzbower and Leslie 
P. Young, both from 
the Martinsburg area, 
and Sheryl M. Howie 
of Suffolk, Virginia, as 

well as 16 grandchildren, 23 great-
grandchildren, and 1 great-great-
grandchild. He is survived by four 
brothers and four sisters.

Interment with military honors 
was held at Rosedale Cemetery, 
Martinsburg, West Virginia.

Memorial contributions may be 
made to Hospice of the Panhandle, 
330 Hospice Lane, Kearneysville, 
WV 25430.

 Lawrence E. Howie, Jr.

Our Departed 99ers
Name Age Birth Death Company
Edward W. Alexandersen 90 01/22/22 08/05/13 C Co
Lawrence E. Howie, Jr. 89 05/03/25 09/15/14 C Co
T. Wilfred Jacobsen 92 09/06/22 06/09/15 C Co
Lloyd Jelleberg 93 05/14/21 05/08/15 D Co
Hadley N. Jenson 96 10/31/17 08/21/14 HQ Co
Finn S. Petersen 93 08/16/21 02/07/15 A Co
Trygve S. Petersen 95 09/06/18 09/01/14 D Co
Erling K. Salvesen 92 10/26/21 10/03/14 A Co & NORSO
Elmer Tysver 91 09/04/23 01/10/15 HQ Co
Howard M. Winholz 96 10/06/18 01/20/15 D Co
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Finn Pedersen
There is one less kind, gentle, 

and loving man among us. Finn S. 
Pedersen, passed away peacefully on 
the morning of Saturday, February 
7, 2015 after living a full life. He 
was born in Oslo, Norway to Marie 
and Sverre Pedersen. At a young 
age his father encouraged him to 
seek “a better life in America,” and 
he took that advice. Finn enlisted 
in the U.S. Army and found his way 
into the 99th Infantry Battalion 
(Separate), an outfit of Norwegian 
Americans whose intended mission 
was to conduct behind-the-lines 
unconventional warfare against 
German forces occupying Norway.

On March 22, 1947 he married 
the love of his life, Alice Larsen. 
Together they raised their family 
in Brooklyn and later East Islip, 
New York. Finn worked at Western 
Electric for over 35 years. In 1984, 
he retired and moved with Alice 
to Charlottesville. Finn loved the 
outdoors and spent his retirement 
working on and improving the land. 
He loved family gatherings and 
together they hosted most holiday 
and family events at their home 
during 53 years of marriage. His wife 
predeceased him in October 2000. 

In March 2000, at the age of 78, 
he suffered a life-changing stroke. 
Finn amazed everyone with his 
recovery. He was an inspiration to 
all who knew him. Strong will, quick 
wit, and determination gave him 
many more years of travel, laughs, 
and lessons on life to share with 
his children and 
grandchildren.

The circle of 
life leaves many 
behind to cherish 
wonderful memories 
of Finn. They include 
his son, Tom of 
Massachusetts, 

T. Wilfred Jacobsen
Thorstein Wilfred Jacobsen 

was born in Herfol, Norway on 
September 6, 1922 to Ole and 
Alma Jacobsen. He had one 
brother, Gunnar, who passed 
away in 1963. Willie, as he was 
known to many people, left home 
as a teenager and travelled the 
world on cargo ships. He met his 
future wife Clara in Brooklyn, 
New York. After joining the Army 
at the start of WWII and 
becoming a U.S. Citizen, 
he and Clara were married 
just before he shipped 
out to join the battles in 
Europe. He served in the 
99th Infantry Battalion 
(Separate) until the end of 
the war and received an 
honorable discharge as a 
staff sergeant. Wilfred and 
Clara settled in Bethpage, 
New York where he 
worked as a carpenter, 
both working for others 
and owning his own 
remodeling business. They 
had one son, Alan, who was born 
in 1953. Wilfred and Clara bought 
a house in Zellwood Station in 1977 
and subsequently moved there in 
the early 1980s when he retired. 
Between that time and when Clara 
passed away in 2001, they travelled 
many parts of the country by car. 

After Clara passed 
away, Wilfred 
met Kelley 
Vine and they 
supported each 
other for many 
years in loving 
companionship.

Wilfred passed away on June 
9, 2015 of congestive heart failure 
with his son Alan at his side. In 
addition to Alan, Wilfred is survived 
by his daughter-in-law Terri, and 3 
grandchildren, Evan, Jennifer, and 
Amanda.

daughter Linda and her husband David Grubbs 
of Keswick, son Ken and his wife Lori of 
Charlottesville, his six grandchildren, Daniel, 
Christina, Erik, Alexander, Sandra, and Sarah 
Marie; his four great-grandchildren, Liam, 
Mason, Indya and Teagan; his sister, Lillian 
Eriksen of Norway, and his sister-in-law 
Florence Walsh of Troy, Virginia. He also leaves 
behind many nieces and nephews here and in 
Norway. He will be missed by all those that 
knew him.
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Veteran Lloyd Jelleberg, a 
longtime resident of Bottineau, 
North Dakota, died May 8, 
2015, at age 93. A funeral mass 
was held at St. Marks Catholic 
Church in Bottineau, and burial 
was at the St. Marks Cemetery.

A son of Louis and Julia 
(Vettern) Jelleberg, Lloyd was 
born on May 14, 1921. He grew 
up in Whitteron Township, 
and attended Jelleberg Country 
School before graduating from 
Bottineau High School. He later took 
dairy courses at the University of 
Minnesota at Minneapolis, returning 
to work at the Bottineau Creamery 
in 1938. 

Lloyd enlisted in the U.S. Army 
on March 26, 1942. He served 
one year in the Aleutian Islands 
and volunteered to join the 99th 
Infantry Battalion (Separate), a 
1,000-man unit of Norwegian 
American ski troopers, training in 
Colorado and in Wales. Assigned 
to D Company, he took part in 
the Normandy invasion, Northern 
France, Rhineland and the Battle of 
the Bulge. 

Lloyd was then assigned to 
Norway to help in the disarming 
and repatriation of German troops. 
There he served in the Honor Guard 
for Norwegian King Haakon VII 
returning from his wartime exile 
in England. For his service, Lloyd 
was awarded the Norwegian WWII 
Defense Medal. 

After the war, he returned to 
Bottineau Creamery as plant 
manager, and on January 14, 1947, 
married Lucille Haggert. In 1973, 
he became the creamery general 
manager, a position he held for 10 
years until his retirement. His wife 
Lucille passed away July 15, 1983. 

On April 15, 1989, he married 
Irene McNea. Irene passed away 
September 10, 2011.

Lloyd was a member of the 
St. Marks Catholic Church. He 
served as director in the American 
Dairy Association, director of the 
Bottineau Chamber of Commerce 
and on the City Council. He was a 
member of American Legion Post 
42 and the VFW. Lloyd enjoyed 

fishing, hunting and following the 
Minnesota Twins. 

He is survived by his daughters, 
Judy (Gary) Steffens of Nevada 
City, Calif., and Joan Bertram of 
Bottineau; son John, step-daughter 
Dianne (Reggie) Myhr, brothers 
Ernest and Everett, all of Bottineau; 
five grandchildren, three step-
grandchildren, and ten great-
grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by his 
parents; wife of 37 years, Lucille; 
wife of 22 years, Irene; daughter Jean 
Johnson; sister Irene Larshus; and 
brothers Omar and Harold Jelleberg. 

Lloyd’s friends may sign  
the online register book at  
www.nerofuneralhome.net.

Lloyd Jelleberg  
of Bottineau,  
North Dakota

TAPS – gone but not forgotten…

Lloyd Jelleberg with his Norwegian medal
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Longtime Auburn, 
Calif., resident Hadley 
N. Jenson, passed 
away peacefully on 
August 21, 2014 in 
Auburn where he had 
lived for 68 years. He 
would have been 97 in 
October.

Hadley was a 
longtime member of 
Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church in Auburn. 
He also enjoyed 
volunteering for 
the Auburn Area 
Christmas Basket 
program for many 
years.

He was a WWII 
veteran of the 99th Infantry 
Battalion (Sep), Norwegian 
American ski troopers who fought 
in Europe. Hadley joined the Army 
at age 23, and was considered an “old 
man” by younger soldiers. As a Tech 
Sgt in HQ Co, he worked under 
the late Lester Carlson. He earned 
a number of medals including the 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge, five 
Battle Stars, four Overseas Service 
Bars, Rifle Expert Infantryman 
Badge, Norwegian WWII Defense 
Medal, and the French Chevalier of 
the Legion of Honor.

Hadley is survived by his 
daughters, Joy Johnson (Brian) of 
Auburn, and Kathie Varney (Kevin) 
of Seattle, Wash.; granddaughters 
Lindsay Leichliter (Phillip) of 
Auburn, and Katrina Varney of 
Seattle; grandsons; Joshua Johnson 
(Carrah) of Newcastle, and Karlyle 
Varney of Seattle; sister Dora Sather 
of Auburn, and by many nieces, 
nephews, and cousins, and many 

friends. In addition 
to his parents, wives 
Alice Jenson and 
Mary Ford, and seven 
brothers and sisters 
preceded him in 
death.

99th Foundation 
Board member Tom 
Graves joined Hadley’s 
family for Hadley’s 
award of the French 
Chevalier of the 
Legion of Honor on 
February 3, 2015, in 
San Francisco, making 
him a Knight of the 
French Republic.  
Daughter Kathie 
Varney said, “It was 

such an AWESOME day. Joy and I 
said how it reminded us of D.C. with 
the 99ers and the Norwegians. Guess 
we call him Sir Hadley now?” She 
pointed out the decree was signed by 
the French President on August 20, 
and Hadley went home to the Lord 
on August 21 at 1:35am. “He always 
did have good timing!” 

Roger Lindelof, a friend of 
Hadley’s and son of 99er Bernard 
Lindelof, said, “Hadley’s memorial 
service went well. I was asked to 
speak. Among things I mentioned 
were how he and my dad got settled 
in Auburn, California after the war, 
with the help of fellow 99er Roy 
Mikkelsen. He helped them find 
jobs and get loans to build homes. 
I mentioned the hassle they had 
driving back to Minnesota to get 
married when their ’42 Chevrolet 
threw a rod in the Nevada desert, 
causing Hadley to arrive a short 
hour before his wedding. My parents 
were married two days later.

“I mentioned also that Hadley 
was in charge of the convoy that 
hauled the gold and art treasures 
from the salt mine at Merkers, which 
interested many who had seen the 
movie The Monument Men. Anyway, 
it was all good and his daughters, 
Joy and Kathie, were so appreciative 
that John and I were there. I haven’t 
had so many hugs in a long time. Bill 
Hoffland was there too and we had a 
good visit after the service.”

Bill Hoffland remembers: “Hadley 
Jenson was an inspiration to all who 
met him; he lived a full life, and 
was an example of healthy aging. 
Refusing to see doctors, and eating 
healthy, juicing daily, along with 
his daily oatmeal, he inspired me 
to do the same. To him, age was 
just a number. Even driving cross-
country in a motor home in his 90s, 
he was fearless. I always stopped 
by his home for a visit when I was 
in the area, and enjoyed a good 
conversation and stories, and would 
take him out for lunch. Hadley was 
one of the few people I met who 
knew my father; they were both in 
Headquarters Company. One of 
my fondest memories was the great 
birthday party Hadley had on his 
95th birthday. Hadley touched so 
many people, he is gone, but never 
will be forgotten. There are so many 
of us who were happy that he was a 
part of our lives, and have so many 
great memories of the times we 
shared together. Hadley has passed 
on, but he influenced many people 
by the exemplary way he lived his 
life, like so many of the 99ers before 
him.”

A Celebration of Life was held 
August 30, 2014 at Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church, in Auburn. 
Memorial Contributions can be 
sent to the 99th Infantry Battalion 
Educational Foundation P.O. Box 
14221, Grand Forks, ND 58208-
4521.

Hadley N. Jensen
10/31/1917 - 8/21/2014

Reprinted from the Auburn, California Journal, with additions by the 99th Foundation
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Elmer was born on a farm in 
Bricelyn, Minn., to Erik and Marian 
(Axelson) Tysver. He was baptized 
and confirmed at Bricelyn Lutheran 
Church. He attended country school 
and then moved to town and finished 
through the 8th grade. 

At the age of 18, Elmer enlisted in 
the U.S. Army and served 2½ years 
(1 year in the States and 1½ years 
overseas). He was involved in the 
Normandy invasion and went on 
into France, Belgium, Holland, and 
Germany. He then joined with the 
Norwegian 99th Infantry Battalion 
(Separate) until the end of the 
war. Elmer was awarded the Good 
Conduct Medal, Combat Infantry 
Badge, and the Bronze Star. After the 
service, Elmer worked as a carpenter. 

In 2011, he was awarded the 
Norwegian WWII Defense Medal.

Elmer married Pauline Meyer 

March 9, 1951. To this 
union three children 
were born – James, 
Cynthia, and Paul. 
Elmer’s occupations 
were many: he drove 
a truck; was in the 
poultry business; he was custodian 
and bus driver for Bricelyn Public 
School; then went back to carpentry 
until 1996 when he finally “retired.” 
His retirement days were still busy 
helping those needing odd jobs or his 
expertise. One thing that amazed his 
children was how fast he could add 
and subtract fractions in his head. 

He was active in his church and 
community serving on church 
council, president of the cemetery 
board for over 20 years, serving on 
the Bricelyn Fire Dept. for 25 years, 
and was a member of the Rescue 
Squad, Community Club, and city 
council. Elmer was involved with 
the American Legion Post 165 for 69 

Trygve S. Petersen
 Trygve S. “Trig” Petersen, 95, 

a lifelong resident of Granville, 
Massachusetts, died September 
1, 2014 at the Holyoke Soldiers 
Home. He was born and educated 
in Granville, a son of the late Joseph 
and Berthea (Spetland) Petersen 
and was a graduate of Westfield 
Vocational High School.

Trig was a veteran of WWII, 
serving as lieutenant in D Co, 99th 
Infantry Battalion of the United States 
Army, participating in campaigns 
in Normandy, Northern France 
and Germany. He was the recipient 
of several citations including the 
Bronze Star Medal, EAME Campaign 
Ribbon with 3 Bronze Stars, Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge, American 
Theater Ribbon and the World War II 
Victory Medal. He was promoted to 

captain at the end of the war. 
Upon his honorable 

discharge from active 
service, he returned home 
and began a long career in 
the wood pattern making 
business spanning over 40 
years. He worked for a short time 
with Hamilton Standard before 
operating his own business, Granville 
Pattern & Woodworking, Inc., from 
1965-1983. His son continued to 
operate the business until 1999. 

He was a life member of the 
Southwick American Legion Post 
#338 and the Southwick VFW Post 
#872. Some of his favorite pastimes 
included traveling with his wife in 
their motor home, restoring a 32-
foot wooden Maine hull powerboat 
for over two years, and designing 

and building his late 
home as well as the 
home his youngest 
son Eric resides in 
today. Trig was the 
devoted husband of 
the late Barbara (Hall) 
Petersen who died in 
1999 and leaves two 
loving sons, Karl A. 

Petersen and his wife Susan, and 
K. Eric Petersen and his wife Nancy, 
both of Granville; 5 grandchildren, 
Kristin, Karin, Melissa, Joseph and 
Kyle; 5 great-grandchildren as well 
as several nieces and nephews.

Trig was buried with military 
honors at Silver Street Cemetery, in 
Granville. Contributions in Trig’s 
memory may be directed to the 
Bethany Lutheran Brethren Church, 
116 Walnut Hill Rd., East Hartland, 
CT 06027. 

years and twice served as Post 
Commander.

Elmer moved to Alexandria, 
Minn., in May 2013 to be closer 
to his daughter and resided at 
Windmill Ponds Assisted Living. 
While he lived there he made 

many new friends, and the staff loved 
him. He will be remembered by his 
family as a loving and gentle dad and 
grandpa. His humor always kept us 
laughing. He was our one-of-a-kind 
“Elm.” 

He is survived by his two children: 
Cindy Gilmore of Alexandria, MN; 
Paul (Sherry) Tysver of Springvale, ME; 
grandchildren: Alison (Luke) Schloesser, 
Rachel Gilmore, Chris (Ingrid) Libby, 
and Heather (Jason) Stearns; great-
grandchildren: Charlie and Logan 
Schloesser, Lydia Gilmore Shrode, 
Isabelle, Caleb, and William Libby, Cody 
Agro, Jaden and Mckinli Stearns; along 
with his sister, Wanda Stover; nieces, 
nephews, and their children.

Elmer Tysver
September 4, 1923 - January 10, 2015

30



Erling K. Salvesen

Howard M. 
Winholtz 
died January 
20, 2015, at 
Maple Manor 
Nursing Home 

in Rochester, after several weeks of 
declining health.

Howard was born in Omaha, 
Nebraska, in 1918. He graduated 
from the University of Nebraska in 
Omaha with a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration. In 1942, 
Howard enlisted in the Army. He 
served in Germany and France 
and was present at the liberation 
of Norway as a member of the 
99th Infantry Battalion. He was 
discharged from the service in 1946 
and was awarded a Purple Heart.

He earned a master’s degree 
in business administration from 
Augsburg College, Minneapolis, 
as well as a master’s in hospital 

Erling K. Salvesen, 92, of 
Valparaiso, Florida, a retired 
computer corporation supervisor 
who will be remembered for his 
skills as a craftsman, died in Fort 
Walton Beach, Fla. Medical Center.

Born in Austad, Norway, Erling 
immigrated to the U.S. as a boy 
in 1929, moving with family to 
Brooklyn. He moved to Staten Island 
in 1955 and lived there until 1988, 
when he relocated to Pasadena, Md. 
He settled in Valparaiso in 1997.

Erling served in the U.S. Army 
during World War II. Fluent in 
Norwegian, he joined the 99th 
Infantry Battalion, also known as 
the Special Viking Battalion and 
the “Norwegian Avengers.” He saw 
combat in France after the D-Day 

landing and in Norway, and 
later served in the OSS Special 
Forces under William Colby, 
who became a director of 
the CIA. He attained the rank of 
sergeant and earned U.S. citizenship 
with his military service. Erling was 
proud and touched to be named a 
Knight of the Legion of Honor in 
France a few years ago, family said. 
He also participated in an honor 
flight to the WWII memorial in 
Washington with fellow veterans.

He and his future wife, Alida 
Hellestol, who had taken part in the 
Norwegian Underground during the 
Nazi occupation, met at a post-war 
Norwegian Underground victory 
celebration in her home town of 
Flekkefjord, where he had traveled to 

administration from the University 
of Minnesota. He was manager 
of the Worthington Clinic, 
Worthington, from 1950-57. 
In 1957, he accepted a position as 
assistant administrator of Methodist 
Hospital in Rochester, where he 
remained until his retirement as 
executive director of the hospital in 
1985.

In retirement, Howard 
volunteered at many local 
organizations, including ABC, 
Ronald McDonald House and 
Bethany Samaritan Nursing home, 
and was active in civic affairs.

Howard was preceded in death 
by his wife, Dorothy. He is survived 
by sisters, Virginia (Ray) Watts, 
of Denver, and Louise Wendland, 
of Bloomington. Also survived 
by children, Linda Winholtz, of 
Minneapolis, Mary Wellner, of 
Rochester, Mark (Nancy) Winholtz, 

of Andover, Thomas Winholtz, of 
Minneapolis, and Susan Winholtz 
(Michael Galvagni), of Minneapolis; 
as well as grandchildren, Ben 
(Katharine) Wellner, of Acton, 
Mass., Andy (Amanda) Wellner, 
of Byron, Matt (Heather) Wellner, 
of Crested Butte, Colo., Wendy 
Winholtz (Josh), of Anoka, Becky 
(Steve) Swinney, of Coon Rapids, 
and Shannon Winholtz, of Andover; 
and eight great-grandchildren.

Howard had been a resident of 
Maple Manor Nursing Home for the 
past two years. The Winholtz family 
would like to extend their gratitude 
to the staff there who cared for him 
so kindly and professionally. Special 
thanks also to Autumn Ridge church 
members and to the friends who 
dropped in to visit Howard on a 
regular basis.

A graveside service and burial 
for family and close friends was 
conducted at Oakwood Cemetery.

Online condolences are welcome 
at mackenfuneralhome.com.

visit his uncle. The couple wed 
in 1949 in Austad.

He obtained an associate’s 
degree from City University of 

New York. His career as a supervisor 
at Remington Rand/Sperry Univac 
in Manhattan spanned more than 30 
years. He retired in 1983.

Erling was a member of Eltingville 
Lutheran Church, where he helped 
to build Eltingville Lutheran School.

Alida, his wife of 63 years, died 
in 2013. Surviving are his son, 
John; his daughter, Arlene Hansen; 
four grandchildren, and six great-
grandchildren.

Erling’s ashes and those of his 
wife will be released from the high 
mountain overlooking the town of 
Flekkefjord, where they first met.

Howard M. Winholtz
Rochester, Minn. Post Bulletin
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Donations Received
since our last publication
Over $500

Lloyd M. Jelleberg
Irene Starck Thomas 
in honor of her father, Odd Starck, C Co 

$99 up to $500

Steven Birkeland
CarolAnn Carlson 
in honor of Capt. Lester W. Carlson

John Jelleberg, Joan Bertram & Judy Steffens 
in honor of Lloyd Jelleberg, D Co 

Karen Lode Nady 
in honor of her father, Tom Lode

Aanen G. Nelsen, Jr. 
in honor of Aanen G. Nelsen, D Co

George Pedersen
Judy Steffens 
in honor of her father, Lloyd Jelleberg, D Co

G. Rolf Svendsen
up to $98

Lela Anhorn in honor of her cousin, 
William Erik Hegna

James Bonner
Heidi L. Clarke in honor of her father, 
Gabriel Solheim, B Co

Kjell Olav Thune (Norway)
Susan Tyburczy 
in honor of Erling K. Salvesen
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99th Battalion Books and 
Videos
The Foundation 
continues its 
efforts to provide 
a collection of 
books and videos 
to recognize and 
honor the heroic 
efforts of The 
Viking Battalion.
This 110 min. 
video, produced 
by renowned 
Norwegian-
American film 
producer Steinar 
Hybertsen, contains 
never before seen film and photo material. $30 ea. (shipping/
handling included). 

ORDERS ACCEPTED ONLINE www.99battalion.org  
or contact the Foundation


